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ABSTRAKT

Ve své bakal&ké praci se soustl'uji na roli policie v britské spotmosti. Zabyvam se
tim, jaké instituce a jakymi prdasdky zaji$ovaly dodrzovani prava a fawku
v osmnactém a na &#ku devatenactého stoleti, a jakiévady vedly ke vzniku prvni
central kontrolované policie. Dale zkoumam, jak tato Mputlini policie ovlivnila

tehdejSi spoknost a jaké zrny se udaly na Zatku 21. stoleti.

Klicova slova: policie, Metropolitni policie, thief-taks, watchmen, konstablové, Bow
Street Runners, Robert Peel, Bobbies, detektivagdy u policie, ozbrojovani policie,
vystroj, moderni technologie, specialni jednotksgamizovany zldin, internetovy zlgin,

fotbalové nasili, terorismus, role policie

ABSTRACT

In my bachelor thesis | focus on the police rol®iitish society. | deal with the issue what
institutions enforced the law and order in the tghth and early nineteenth century and
by which means they did so, and what were the reaiwt led to the creation of the first
centrally controlled police. Further, | examine hthws Metropolitan Police influenced the
contemporary society and what changes took plagkeateginning of the twenty-first

century.

Keywords: police, Metropolitan Police, thief-takemsatchmen, constables, Bow Street
Runners, Robert Peel, Bobbies, detectives, wom@molioe, arming of police, equipment,
modern technologies, special units, organized crinmternet crime, hooliganism,

terrorism, police role
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INTRODUCTION

British police is regarded as “the best policehra tvorld” or as “a stabilizing feature of
British life”. Since its start in 1829, it has bese an important part of British culture, an
icon of Britishness. Although nowadays policemes far from the idealized Bobby from
the nineteenth century, some characteristics $taysame — he still patrols unarmed, on
foot, wears his typical blue uniform and helmetd @ontrols crime and disorder. Due to
these features, British police is widely admiredl oxdy at home, but also abroad.

But modern police faces more risks and challertbas it did a few decades ago.
Policemen had to adapt to changing conditions &ed tole in society transformed as
well. The traditional story portrays the Bobby dgtee more than a citizen in uniform. But
the policing institution has shifted gradually frdmaving its primary relationship directly
with the local community, to becoming an instrumehthe state. Also, demands on police
have increased and have affected both public eapects and public opinion about the
police.

This thesis focuses on police role in society,importance and how it has changed
throughout its history. If we understand how poliesponds to the aspects of modern
world, we could better understand the necessityuch changes that might not be to the
likeness of the public but have a justification.

It seems that the public has never been trulysfeadi with the police. At the very
beginning, the public saw them as a threat to ttigit liberties, and although the police
have gone a long way from there, they have neven lveally able to meet the public
expectation in terms of immediate response whedewer visibility — the reassurance that

they are being protected.
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1 BRITISH POLICE ORIGINS

“To serve and protect” — four words summarizing thexy basic principle of today’'s
policing and giving ordinary citizens the assuraticd they are being watched upon while
they live their ordinary lives. But was it alwaykd that? When did people start to rely on
that police would come when something wrong hapg@ernéas it changed throughout its
history?

The origins of a police system in English-speakingntries can be traced back to the
early tribal society where a group of appointedgbeavas to maintain order. This system
was later expanded by the Saxons, establishingcalke tithingman — a man responsible
for collecting taxes in his “tithing”. That was @ogp of ten people, to which every man
older than twelve years had to belong, charactrigea collective responsibility among
the members.

The tithings were grouped together by ten, crgadithundred” that was managed by a
“hundred man”. He was responsible for choosing eifhfor each shire, who had the
power to punish every resident who did not paydaxebroke the law.

Over time, the tithingman transformed into a persawho was responsible for
apprehending people breaking the law, which brumg$o a fourteenth-century constable,
de facto serving from that time on, and eventutdlya modern policeman. At that time,
they were not wearing any uniform and certainly dit have to face such extensive
problems we have now, but there could already ba seme attempts of maintaining the

public order by a group of appointed men.

1.1 The word “police”
British policing has been through a long developthas well as the very word describing
the policing activity.

The word “police” originally comes from a Latin wb “politia” denoting civil
administration. The connection with an activity mfintaining order has its origin in

French, which was taken over by the English inlébe seventeenth century as the word for
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the “control of all activity, all dimension of expence, deemed properly subject to public
authority”?

During the next decades, the meaning changedla tit no longer referred to the
control of the whole state, but narrowed down tmatrol of a city. The modern meaning
of the word “police” was specified after the creatiof the Metropolitan Police in 1829,
when the definition changed to “the care of prewmgninfractions of the law, detecting
offenders, bringing them to justice, and executirgsentences of the courts”.

Today, the term “police” is understood as a “bodyfficers ... typically responsible
for maintaining public order and safety, enforcthg law, and preventing, detecting, and

investigating criminal activities®.

! Elaine A. ReynoldsBefore the Bobbies: The Night Watch and Police iRefo Metropolitan London,
1720-183(Q(Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1998), 1.

2 Elaine A. ReynoldsBefore the Bobbies: The Night Watch and Police iRefo Metropolitan London,
1720-183((Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1998), 1.

3 “English and American policing in the late 19tihtey,” Encyclopaedia Britannica,
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/46728%e/36621/English-and-American-policing-in-the-
late-19th-century (accessed March 16, 2010).
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2 BEFORE THE BOBBIES: LAW AND ORDER IN EIGHTEENTH
AND EARLY NINETEENTH CENTURY LONDON

Eighteenth-century London was a developing metispahd the largest city in Europe.
There had been significant social and economic ggmnwhich caused a massive
migration from the countryside into cities. Popigat growth in London and its dark
narrow streets and omnipresent fog made it a pepleace for criminals. Robberies and
assaults were nothing unusual as well as the moatre murders. The fact that there was
no organized law enforcement system did not heheei

The English saw any kind of police institution ysuspicious. It reminded them of the
intrusive French model that was considered to hefispies and militarised “gendarmes”,
which did not correspond with their traditionaldities granted by their Protestant island.
It was believed that such a system had no plat@&srcountry, that they could do without. |

do not think that the crime victims, and there tatle many of them, would have agreed.

2.1 Paradise for criminals

London was generally considered to be a dangeritysespecially at night, when the
streets were regarded a lawless place. Disreputathieduals of all kinds ruled the city,
making it for ordinary citizens difficult to survvtheir way through the dark city streets
unharmed when going alone and unarmed.

There was a great variety of crimes ranging froettypoffences like robbery and
burglary to the most serious crime of murder. lohsa religious society, murder was seen
as an act “usurp[ing] God’s right to take life, symhizing rebellion against providence,
nature, authority and Christian societ}”.

Murder was not easy to prove, though, as it wamnsitted mostly secretly and
without witnesses, regardless of the fact there meapolice with investigating capacity, if
we could speak about police at all. Also smalleiermées usually remained unsolved,
because it was up to the victim to apprehend thendér and bring him to justice, which
most of them did not dare or did not bother. Hdges$tcannot imagine a young woman
running after a tall and stout felon. Furthermdine, criminals were not stupid; they had wit

and were well organized, so they were a hard mthilaw enforcement officials.
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2.2 Crime punishment

It is not very accurate to describe the eighteeetiitury apprehending and punishing of
offenders and investigating of crimes as a “systelhwas rather several institutions
working more or less together in an attempt to esprcrime, even though not always
successfully.

As mentioned before, up until 1829 and later isw#ostly crime victims who pursuit
felons in order to get them punished, and only thenstable was contacted to make an
arrest. There was a rule that anyone who witneadetbny was obliged to apprehend the
culprit, and to inform a constable if they hearcrime had happened. They also organized
a hunt on criminals called “hue and cry”, which mveitizen had to participate in when
declared. It was a collective pursuit of a crimjnahile shouting and blowing horns,
announced when there was a felony spotted. Thisswpposed to raise alarm, so every
man close-by could join and help.

It was not difficult to escape a punishment —atsvenough to run away to another part
of the country and | am sure that many felons didos regular basis. The powers of
magistrates were geographically limited, so whégl@ escaped to a foreign area, he won,
as there was no cooperation between individuabregand counties. All the offender had
to do, then, was to wait until the things calmeavd@and then eventually return without a
fear of being punished.

Trials were initially very short, rather symboéad the verdict was most likely a death
sentence in order to avoid any future crime. Evegsnwere usually very poor, so it was a
common practice to try to obtain a confession fribr@ accused in order to be able to
sentence him. Many felons were probably sorry fhatithey had done, because according
to the following quotation, it was not rare thaeyhactually confessed, even though they
had to know what that meant for them — that wasery ®evere punishment. But the
religious criminals believed that when they pleadtg, “God [then] forgive their sins and
admit them into heaven® Why they committed the crimes in the first plaisea different

guestion.

4 MalcolmGaskill, Crime and Mentalities in Early Modern Englatidew York: Cambridge University
Press, 2003), 210.

®“Crime and Punishment in Victorian England: Them.%ystem Switch from Death Penalty, to More
Humane Punishment,” Suite101.com, http://georgiatexian-
britain.suite101.com/article.cfm/crime_and_punishtna_victorian_england (accessed January 16, 2010)
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There was also another excuse for the use ofatgpinishments, also called Bloody
Code. The population of London and surrounding tgsitde grew rapidly, along with the
crime rates, so the town officials were convindeal the best way of dealing with it was
by executions. These would have two benefits — auldl discourage people from
committing crimes and also slightly reduce the pajon numbers. No matter how
brutally that sounds, they believed they were ddinggright thing.

Death penalty was used for a great range of crifre@a murder to not so serious
offences, like stealing a property worth more tloawe shilling, for example. Executions
were carried out exclusively by hanging, becauseas believed that taking somebody’s
life was a sufficient punishment and there was @edfor additional torture. Death penalty
was used since the beginning of the eighteenthupenintil the abolishment of capital
punishment in 1964. Practically, though, only abauguarter of the accused criminals
actually ended up being hanged.

Executions were a popular public event up unt@8&hen it was moved indoors. The
hangings were being executed in a place called riybwhich was a village close-by
London, and it always attracted many curious pedphtire families came to watch. It was
a form of entertainment that lasted eight daysaa,y& the audience could see executions
of numerous criminals. The principle of these pubkecutions was a belief, that, again, it
would deter any potential offenders from committengrime and “inspire terror in those
whose duty it was to obey®. Maybe that was the reason why the execution daythe
most likely declared public holidays.

By the beginning of the nineteenth century, the@uparity of capital punishments
decreased. There was a prevalent opinion thatwlesg “too powerful”, that “the lesson
offered to the lower class was contradictory andgeeous™ Reformers thus wanted to
focus on the rehabilitation of criminals, becaukeytbelieved they could amend their
behaviour and return them successfully to the $pcigeath sentence did not disappear

completely, though; it remained reserved for mugdeand traitors.

® “Crime and Punishment in Victorian England: Them.%ystem Switch from Death Penalty, to More
Humane Punishment,” Suite101.com, http://georgiatexian-
britain.suite101.com/article.cfm/crime_and_punishta_victorian_england (accessed January 16, 2010)
"“Crime and Punishment in Victorian England: Them.%ystem Switch from Death Penalty, to More
Humane Punishment,” Suite101.com, http://georgiatexian-
britain.suite101.com/article.cfm/crime_and_punishtna_victorian_england (accessed January 16, 2010)
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Another very popular punishment was whipping, Whi@s a standard punishment for
petty offences. It usually took place when theres wwamarket in the town, so there were
plenty of onlookers, and thus the public humiliatfor the convict was greater. He or she
had to be stripped to the waist, because the pon@shwas more effective on the naked
body.

Imprisonment was in the eighteenth century useag varely, and if, then not for
serving a sentence, but only for holding felonsobkeftheir trial or punishment.
Imprisonment was perceived as a too mild punishpsmtvhen eventually used, it was in
a combination with another penalty. As a full-tipenishment, it started to be used since
the beginning of the nineteenth century, when dialoee the most common sentence in non-

capital property crimes.

2.3 Lack of organized police force

Eighteenth century England did not possess any d&radcentral police authority. It was a
“mishmash” of various law enforcement bodies thateawery different from each other. It
was not until the very end of the century when sbimg similar to organized police
appeared.

Policing in the eighteenth and early nineteentitu® was only at the beginning of its
development. The role of law enforcing officialssmanly gradually forming and it was a
long run before they developed into a trustfulitngion people could rely on.

Policing was at that time secured mostly by unpaltlinteers, who had only basic
understanding about the law (probably as any atitizen) and for whom it was just a free
time activity, sometimes obligatory. These indiatki were known as watchmen and
constables, whose origins go back to the thirteeethtury and further. Each of these
“professions” had different demands and duties #nd played a distinct role in the

society.

2.3.1 Watchmen

People have always cared about their propertylsinds what | see as one of the reasons of
creating bodies of appointed men responsible foopiag streets at night, guarding town
gates and watching for eventual offenders. Thesdestaere carried out by watchmen, who
had served since the seventeenth century, beimgdiléed “Charlies” according to their

creator, King Charles Il.
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Each night, when their shift started, the watchnseh out to their sentry boxes,
equipped with a light and a stick, from where tistched the part of the street they were
responsible for, and patrolled it every hour, mlikk today’s policemen. Their shift lasted
from 9 or 10 p.m. to dawn, during when they hactdotrol all suspicious individuals,
especially those carrying a bundle. When encourgesuich a person, their responsibility
was to stop and question him, which was a duty lilaatendured until nowadays. If they
saw a crime being committed, they used their woodéte they were armed with to draw
an attention and summon help.

Initially, they were paid only from taxes, whichirmred in the quality of the
watchmen, who were mostly elderly men and those wdwdd not get another job. But
although there is a common opinion that they wesstiy decrepit drunks not very
different from the felons they were fighting agajns is not really true. Yes, they were
inefficient, but they were few in number and altgbut was only a part-time job, many of
them were dedicated to it and tried hard to beoasl gs possible. When needed, they did
not hesitate to challenge an armed felon and pusnat great personal risk.

Parishes were aware of the insufficiency of thataor watchmen and also of the fact
that paid employees would do a better job, as theyld have bigger motivation. The
answer to this was the passing of the Act of Paeiat in 1735, which professionalized the
watchmen by transforming them into public servahtgat meant higher pay and thus more
dedicated and better watchmen. Results were seeosaimmediately. Watchmen left
their sentry boxes and started to act almost likelem policemen, patrolling the streets
and checking if doors and windows of shops wererget

The Watch is seen as the basics in which the mgglelice system originates. There
can already be seen features that are still alivihat are very similar to those we know
today. For the first time, they patrolled streetkhpugh not that much as they did later)
and cared about the property of businessmen, stcawaee that the nature of policing has
not really changed. This proves for example tHemtesent duty of stopping and searching

any suspicious character.

2.3.2 Constables
The daily counterpart of the night watch was thécefof constable. They operated
together and yet independently, playing basicéléysame role in the society, but working

in a different daytime.
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The office of parish constable can be traced lacthe Anglo-Saxon and Norman
times. Traditionally, it was a local governmentktgerformed by volunteers within their
civil duty. It was an unpaid function that each gedy owner had to serve for a year,
together with his civil employment. This system wasted in a belief that government
was safer when in hands of independent amatetinugh their law skills were no better
than those of ordinary citizens. After all, theyravenes of them.

According to a guide for constables printed in @,7they should have been “chosen
out of the honestest ablest and most understandeng not Feeble with old Age, not
otherwise Weak, Sick, Poor, or Impotent, That s @ifice may be perform’d truly and
diligently, without Malice, Affection, or Partiajit. ® It was not until the nineteenth century
when they became professional officers paid bydafeitizens.

The parish constables were responsible for keefhiagpeace and dealing with any
criminal behaviour or public disorder. Although yherere not working towards crime
prevention yet, there were already some signs ithatight play an important role in
successful policing one day. That sign was the hbaethe presence of constables on the
streets would deter eventual offenders and maken ttienk twice before committing a
crime.

The constables were not a detective force eitBecause it was mainly a voluntary
office, the crime victims could not depend on thesip with identifying and apprehending
offenders, if they were not caught right after thane was committed, as that was far
beyond their duties. All they were willing to do sveo come to the crime scene to provide
the immediate help to the victim and eventually eiscort the arrested felon to the
magistrate to have him punished.

These constables might have been effective irtifigragainst petty thieves and small-
scale crimes, but they struggled when facing omghigangs or violent public disorders.
They had no skills and means how to deal with sadividuals and it took a long time

before they were able to handle such situationsowitthe help of the Army.

8 Elaine A. ReynoldsBefore the Bobbies; The Night Watch and Police iRefo Metropolitan London,
1720-183((Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1998), 14.
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2.3.3 Thief-takers

Although there were men keeping an eye on peoplesafety of streets, nobody could
guarantee that the offenders would be arrested semtienced. Neither constables nor
watchmen helped there and the victims rarely rigg@idg after the suspect on their own,
provided they knew who it was.

To enhance the justice, the government starteaffés reward money for those who
would detect and catch an offender or who wouldehavormation leading to his
apprehension. It did not work the way they planritedugh. Ordinary citizens were afraid
to take the risk, which led to the rise of thigtdes. In the eighteenth and nineteenth
century they played the role of detectives anddimme victims hired them to find the
offender or/and their stolen property.

Although they were not very different from thedie$ they were detecting, they made a
decent living out of the rewards. They were oftenrected to criminal underground, so |
think that sometimes it was not difficult for themfind the culprit they were looking for.
Some of the thief-takers were even blackmailingnarals with turning them in if they
failed to pay the protection money.

Despite the corruption, | believe that thief-takerere an important step in creating
police functions and identity, as they laid therfdations for the professional detective

work.

2.4 The Bow Street Runners
At this point, people finally realized the need fapore skilled officers able to deal with
different aspects of policing and their importanoethe society. It was clear that the
detection of suspects could no longer remain inhdueds of private thief-takers. A more
organized and transparent body was needed. Thisowad in the Bow Street Runners.
The Bow Street Runners were established in 1749dwyy Fielding, a novelist and a
chief magistrate. He well contributed to the depeatent of policing and changed the
approach to crime. He was well aware that the atirsgstem of policing, which almost
completely lacked the detection of suspects, wasvooking. Ordinary people rarely took
the risk of apprehending the offenders on their oegpecially when facing armed and
dangerous members of gangs, and thief-takers wareany trustworthy. Despite severe

punishments, violent crimes were on the rise, anMls Fielding was convinced there had
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to be another way — crime prevention. He encourggegle to get together and go into the
streets to catch the felons before they commitraecr

Despite this, the Bow Street Runners were noeagntive force. They did not patrol
streets; that was still the job for watchmen andistables. The Bow Street Runners waited
to be called to the crime scene - they were eatgalives. They worked in a similar way
as thief-takers, who Henry Fielding believed wesseatial in the fight against crime,
catching any criminals that were avoiding theirisiment.

Originally, they worked for fees charged for the@rvices and for rewards from the
state for successful conviction of felons. Latbeyt were paid by the magistrate, so their
effort in thief-taking was “worth their while®.

They knew the city and the people very well andallg knew where to look for
wanted suspects. Their investigation methods werg modern — they asked questions,
interviewed witnesses and sometimes even infiliral@ong criminals to capture a wanted
person. Being full-time policemen, they gained cd&sable experience in the investigation
field, including knowledge of the topography ofrea and basic forensic skills.

The Bow Street Runners also revolutionized padjcim another aspect. They
encouraged the victims and other people to come aascriptions of the suspects, so they
could share them with other magistrates and adeethem in newspapers. This rapid
spreading of information helped to catch the ofearglicker and increased the chance that
the stolen property would be returned. Also, all thformation of criminals were for the
first time recorded, making the Bow Street offite tcentre of a criminal intelligence
network, which later became the Criminal Recordc@fbf Scotland Yard.

Henry Fielding caused quite a stir in the outddésd system that basically remained
unchanged since the fourteenth century and wherel#da of the detection of suspects was
hue and cry. He showed that it was not pointlesmaie the effort to catch offenders,
because consequently it could drive the criminatsob the streets, as the certainty of being
caught would be higher. The Bow Street Runnerstleedoundations of detective policing,
extending thus the role of the police by anoth@eas necessary for effective functioning

in the society.

°J. M. Beattie, “Early Detection: The Bow StreetnRars in Late Eighteenth-Century London, Pialice
detectives in history, 1750-1958]. Clive Emsley and Haia Shpayer-Makov (AldershAshgate Publishing
Limited, 2006), 18.
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3 THE METROPOLITAN POLICE

The establishment of the Bow Street Runners wasulbitddly a revolutionary idea that
changed the whole police concept. Operating attthreg as a first professional detective
force and being the precursor of the New Police,Bobw Street Runners, however, could
not sustain the rapidly growing numbers of Londopydation. By 1829 it had raised up to
1.5 million, with crime rates copying that trenddazontemporary police force was having
a hard time with keeping pace. There were only d60stables and 4,000 watchmen,
which was not enough for so many citizens. It wksarcthere was a need for a new
centralized body, able to police such big numb@rs.

Since 1812, several Parliamentary committees Wweneg to find a solution to this
problem, but were not successful until 1829, whebdrt Peel finally succeeded with his
proposal.

Robert Peel was the Tory Home Secretary and legliéivat the most effective way of
dealing with crime and the decline in moral values prevention that depended on public
support. He said that “the police are the publid #re public are the police” and the only
difference between them is that the police arentleenbers of the public that are “paid to
give full-time attention to duties incumbent on mveitizen”. ** Peel believed that
concerning the discouragement of crime, the prémentould replace the old system of
severe punishments.

In 1829 he set up the fourth committee, the Hamiseommons Select Committee on
the State of the Police in the Metropolis, wherephesented his ideas and plans. The
previous attempts failed because the committees\esdi that in such a free society, as
London was, any effective police system could notkythat it would surely “destroy
traditional English liberties™? However, Robert Peel had strong arguments andtteus
Metropolitan Police Act could be passed on July 1829, creating the new civilian

Metropolitan Police.

19“The Growth of the Police Force,” School History,
http://www.schoolhistory.co.uk/gcselinks/crimepumment/resources/policeforce.pdf (accessed Febasary
2010).

1 “Robert Peel,” Icons of England, http://www.icoms}.uk/theicons/collection/the-bobby/biography/sir-
robert-peel (accessed October 13, 2009).

2 Frank McLynn,Crime and Punishment in Eighteenth-Century Englér@89; repr., London: Routledge,
2002), 33.
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The greatest change compared to the old Bow SReaenhers was the shift in the
control — unlike the Runners, the Metropolitan B®livas centrally controlled from the
Home Secretary. That eliminated the differencepdlice standards among rich and poor
parishes that were common in the times of Watchmeneverything, policing depended
on money and the more money the parish had, the matrchmen could be hired and thus
streets were safer.

In my opinion, it was a vicious circle. | belietieat the less money the parish had, the
higher crime rate there was and so more officeneweeded. But there were not enough
finances to do so. And that is what the MetropoliRolice Act changed — it made all
parishes equal, because all of them were includeshé unit, no more dependable on their
own resources.

Two commissioners were appointed to set up a nekicepforce and become its
permanent heads - Lieutenant-Colonel Sir CharlewaRo a retired military officer and
Richard Mayne, a lawyer. Each of them brought aki&knowledge and experience from
their fields, and together with Robert Peel’'s podit skills, they created the whole new
police concept — the principles of an organisatbased on military ranks, impartial and
lawful behaviour and public relations. Their heaalter was situated at Whitehall Place
with a back entrance leading onto a courtyard dale Great Scotland Yard, later giving
the headquarter the famous name of Scotland Yard.

The new Metropolitan Police, as the name suggestgered only the metropolis,
except for the City of London, stretching sevenesiifrom the centre. The covered area
was divided into seventeen divisions, each with & from estimated 2,800, who were
controlled by four inspectors and sixteen sergeahts

The recruitment process started in August 1829thadirst patrol began their beat on
the evening of September 29, 1829. The policemem Wweing recruited mostly from the
working class, usually from the unskilled or seriiled background, and had a little idea
of what they should expect. Although the men haldemo more than thirty-five years old,
had to be at least five feet and seven inchesphilsically fit and literate, a lot of men
interested in joining the force were drunks or othge unable to find any other job, which

mirrored in an enormous turnover. Not being ablgdbused to the militaristic discipline,
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which was something completely new to the earlyet@anth-century labour, or to the
violence they had to occasionally face, causedrtiaty of the recruits left the job. Some
of them also could not stand the boredom and Ioasé of the beats, or the abuses from
the public. Many policemen were dismissed becat@isediscipline, drunkenness or other
offences in the first months, some of them eveerdfto or three days in the service. For
example, the very first hired policeman was fireteraonly four hours, because he
seriously did not meet the required health standang was legless. The statistics say that
by May 1830 only 562 constables from the initigd8@®) remained in the force and even
later, between 1856 and 1867, the force of 6,800 nael an average turnover of 1,396.

Educated men were not much attracted to join thegif they had a chance to find
another job. As a Superintendent, who became agmhn in 1835, said in 1868, “in [his]
whole experience [he] never knew a man of supexthrcation join unless there was a
screw loose somewhere® People usually joined the police force as a teiayor
employment, a bridge to a better job. Some of th&ok it even as a chance to move to a
town.

The main aim of the new police was the preventiborime rather than its detention
after it was committed, which used to be a comm@gte. Charles Rowan and Richard
Mayne believed that uniformed officers patrollirtgests would discourage criminals and
get them out off streets, while they would alsotbere for the citizens when needed,
clearly recognizable by the personal number o tadlars.

Bobbies, as they were called after their creat@re instructed to stop, question and
search every suspicious person after dark, espeevlen carrying a bundle or moving
property in a wagon. That was what the old Watchaaid what modern policemen are still

obliged to do. They could arrest anyone they thoughcould be “about to commit a

13 3. David Hirschel, and William Wakefield, “The Itisy and Organization of the Police,” @riminal
Justice in England and the United Stafégestport, CT: Praeger Publishers, 1995), 67-80.

14 Clive EmsleyThe Great British Bobby: A History of British Patig from 1829 to the Prese(itondon:
Quercus Publishing Plc, 2009), 125.

> R. M. Morris, “Crime Does Not Pay’: Thinking AgaiAbout Detectives in the First Century of the
Metropolitan Police,” irPolice detectives in history, 1750-19%@. by Clive Emsley and Haia Shpayer-
Makov, (Aldershot: Ashgate Publishing Limited, 20084.
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felony”, but they had “to be civil and obliging &l people, of every rank and class ... and
cautious not to interfere unnecessarily, in ordenake a display of authority*®

On September 182%he Timesewspaper printed the “New Police Instructions”:

It should be understood at the outset, that theablp be attained is “the prevention
of crime”. To this great end every effort of thdipe is to be directed. The security of
person and property, the preservation of the putaiequility, and all other objects of
a police establishment, will thus be better effécttan by the detection and
punishment of the offender after he has succeedambinmitting the crime. This

should constantly be kept in mind by every memi§ehe police force, as the guide
for his own conduct. Officers and constables shoeidleavour to distinguish

themselves by such vigilance and activity as magee it impossible for any one to

commit a crime within that portion of the town undeeir charge’

The uniforms were carefully designed to emphasiee civilian nature of the new
police and to prevent the public from comparingnth® soldiers. For this purpose, the
colour chosen for the coat was blue. It was a cobbuhe Royal Navy, which was, unlike
the Army dressed in red, relatively popular amdmgy public. The coat was of swallowtalil
type with brass buttons resembling the uniformes¥ants, telling the public that the police
officers were here to serve them. The coat hadyh bollar, strengthened with a leather
stock to protect the policeman against strangulafithere was also a pattern of white bars
on the sleeves to distinguish them from the Nawyose uniforms they actually copied.
The uniforms were “buttoned up to the throttlingntdto represent “an institution rather
than a man™® and ultimately the law.

The policeman’s head was protected by a glazedkbdéovepipe hat, which was

hardened with cane, so he could stand on it to ta@k walls if needed. The hat was a sign

16 Clive EmsleyThe Great British Bobby: A History of British Patig from 1829 to the Prese(itondon:
Quercus Publishing Plc, 2009), 42.

" Eugene McLaughlin, and John Muncie, “The Origind ®evelopment of the Police,” Pontrolling
Crime 2nd ed. (Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publicatior31 2@8.

18 Clive Emsley,The Great British Bobby: A History of British Patig from 1829 to the Prese(itondon:
Quercus Publishing Plc, 2009), 139.



TBU in Zlin, Faculty of Humanities 25

of authority and it also made a policeman looketalso people could recognise him more
easily.

During the 1860s, this uniform slightly changetieTswallowtail coat was replaced by
an eight-buttoned coat and instead of the topthatBobbies wore a cock’s comb helmet,
which was replaced by a six-panelled helmet in 18wtich was very similar to those that
are worn today.

As Watchmen, Bobbies were armed only with a trench hidden in a long pocket in
the tail of their coat, and a wooden rattle to sumrhelp when needed, which they kept in
their breast pocket as a protection against a kaifeng at their heart. The rattle was later
replaced by a whistle, because the tests proveduld be heard over a longer distance.
They did not carry any lethal weapons, but if needer example when facing a crowd,
they could be equipped with a cutlass. This unarc@mttept became the distinguishing
sign of the British police, although they have eigreced many difficulties with armed
felons and there were some talks about arming tktawever, even today, the majority of
Bobbies remains unarmed.

Contemporary Bobbies worked seven days a weely amly five days a year of
unpaid holiday. Initially, half of the patrollingag done at night. It was not until later when
a three-shift system was introduced with two-thiofisnen working at night, when it was
more likely that a crime would be committed. Thghishifts were usually shorter, so
more men had to be employed.

They had to patrol at a steady pace of two-andtarhiles an hour, in all weathers,
and they should have been able to cover their lreafs to fifteen minutes. They were also
supposed to get to know everyone who lived on thumesgs. During each patrol, they
walked an average of 20 miles and were not allotweslt down or lean against anything.
But that was just a glimpse of the strict policsctpline. The officers were also forbidden
to talk to each other or with members of publit Wwas not concerning their duties.

The lives of policemen were controlled, too. Thed to ask for permission when
having a meal with a civilian. In the early yedr®y had to wear their uniforms even when
off duty, so everyone could recognise them as polen and people did not feel as being
spied upon. They could not vote and until the Sdc@/orld War they had to ask for
permission to get marryhis became more difficult in the inter-war yeashen an officer

had to be in the service for at least four yeaferbeobtaining the permission.
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A policeman’s wife was an important part of a peinan’s life and she even had her
own little role in policing. When her husband waseg on patrol, she was supposed to act
as his personal assistant — taking messages aneramg the phones. Her responsibility
was also to keep their house in a “high state edmliness™’ That is probably why she
could not have any paid employment and why heratdtar and past was investigated,
before being found suitable to marry a police efficThese restrictions, however, ended
shortly after the end of the Second World War.

The policeman’s job had also several perks. Thetnms@nificant advantage, and
probably one of the reasons why some men joinegdthiee, was a pension, although it
was not guaranteed until 1890. It was something esmong working-class occupations
and although they could not always count on ipravided certain assurance of finance
security after leaving the force. Another greaeimo/e was that some forces were offering
health care, even for the man’s family. There wae® police houses for rent, where a
policeman’s family could live, usually in a greapesice community.

By the beginning of the twentieth century, the péya policeman was higher than
those of unskilled working-class jobs, rising witie rank and the years in the service,

which made it for the first time a rather desiradaheployment.

3.1 Popularity

John Prince-Smith, a British politician, said b&gKL812 that a centralised police force is
“a system of tyranny; an organized army of spied iaformers, for the destruction of all
public liberty, and the disturbance of all privéi@ppiness”?® Although the Metropolitan
Police did not exist yet in his time, his attitudielly describes the situation that
accompanied its creation.

The new police struggled for acceptance, as angragtolice institution before. The
fear of a French-style police tyranny was stilivali People were afraid that the officers
would act as for which their French colleagues wafamous — that is to spy on them
through plain-clothes detectives and thus suppitesis civil liberties. There were also

rumours that the Bobbies were armed with lethalpeea, although it contradicted to their

9 Eugene McLaughlin, and John Muncie, “The Origind ®evelopment of the Police,” Pontrolling
Crime 2nd ed. (Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publicatior312@37.

2 “Robert Peel,” Icons of England, http://www.icams).uk/theicons/collection/the-bobby/biography/sir-
robert-peel (accessed October 13, 2009).
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essential intention. But | think that people wezady to believe anything that contributed
to the image of the hated Peelers.

Some regulations that the Metropolitan Act of 18@86luded, though, were rather
bizarre. The Act, for example, made illegal kitgirfy, knocking at doors without
reasonable excuse, hoop-rolling or even shaking eugl carpets in the streets before 8
a.m.?! No wonder, then, that the Bobbies were given tirsyihicknames like “Mr. Peel’s
Bloody Gang” or “The Crushers®? Weekly Dispatcha British newspaper, also described
them as “police soldiers”, who created “a militdogdy employed in civil duties ... a
powerful engine in the hands of Government [thad}/rbe employed for the suppression of
public freedom”?®

| dare to say, though, that this fear was notrasg as it was in the earlier times, since
the public had already experienced that a Britistice could function without being
intrusive into people’s lives.

There was also a great distrust among the ratepay®o did not like that the police
was no more under their control, that they paiddomething they could not influence.
People in wealthy parishes objected that there Wesver policemen patrolling the streets
than when they paid for their own watches, andhgostreets were not as safe as before.
Poor people from the working class complained alibet ways the new policemen
behaved towards them and the Commissioners hadddihee explaining that everything
was according to the instructions. On November 18&2bert Peel wrote: “| want to teach
people that liberty does not consist in having ybause robbed by organized gangs of
thieves, and in leaving the principal streets ofidan in the nightly possession of drunken
women and vagabonds* Yet, there were some areas where it was dangéwoasBobby
to go, as there was a high number of assaults licepeen.

The expenses of the new police were higher, wpetple naturally criticized. But the

Bobbies had also advocates. They saw the brigbtan were well aware that all social

L David Taylor,The New Police in Nineteenth-Century England: Crienflict and Contro{New York:
Manchester University Press, 1997), 92.

2 |an K. McKenzie, “Policing in England and Wales)"Law, Power and Justice in England and Wales
(Westport, CT: Praeger, 1998), 57.
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24 «perils of Multiculturalism?,” The Suburbanistft/suburbanist.vox.com/library/post/the-dreadipedt-
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classes benefited from the police protection, whicks now more effective with their
primary aim being crime prevention.

It was not until the last quarter of the ninetbementury, however, when the
Londoners realized that the police were here tteptdhem and began to accept them as a

25

“stabilizing feature of British life’™>, thinking they are “the best [police] in the wdrld®

3.2 Old vs. New Police

One scholar said that the only real difference betwthe old and the new police, that is
between the Bow Street Runners and the Metropokiaice, was the centralized control
of the latter. He might have been right. After #ile English are a traditionalist nation and
they like to preserve things that have proved togbed. Unlike the seventeenth- and
eighteenth-century constables and watchmen, stgppinonly when a crime was
committed, the Runners began to realize that cpregention is equally important in the
reduction of crime as crime detection. There wareragular patrols on the streets yet, but
the foundations were laid. And when then Robertl Rppeared, he took these basics,
developed them and made them the main aim of theoltaitan Police.

Another thing that had the old and new policeammon was that the officers were
still being sworn as constables. Not only it haagitional value, but it also gave people
the feeling that nothing really changed and that plolicemen were still the same old

friendly constables coming from local communitiesérve them and be there for them.

3.3 Public disorders

Police had always struggled when facing a crowgeeislly an angry one. They did not
have the capacity nor skills to deal with publisatders, so often the Army had to be
called. The soldiers did not possess the rightissldither, but they had weapons and
weapons worked, often with tragic consequencegast not rare that a citizen was killed.
And that was what Mr. Peel wanted to avoid in fineire. His aim was to find an
effective mean of maintaining public disorder byiting his policemen in crowd

maintaining skills, so there was no bloodshed wirelaking demonstrations.

% Roger GraefTalking BluegGlasgow: HarperCollins Manufacturing, 1990), 46.
% Clive EmsleyThe Great British Bobby: A History of British Patig from 1829 to the Prese(itondon:
Quercus Publishing Plc, 2009), 156.
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It was a great idea, but the reality was not siaiple. It took the police some time to
develop the right crowd control and managementrectes, and only gradually they
started to replace the Army in dealing with disesdé-rom the beginning, when they did
not possess the right tactics yet, their advantage at least the great number of

policemen, as well as the fact that their only vagawas a relatively harmless truncheon.

3.4 Detectives

The Metropolitan Police was originally designed kesng only a preventive force, so

initially the prosecuting of offenders and otheted#ive work was left to the capable Bow
Street Runners. When they were disbanded in 1838¢tive policing was largely ignored,

until the crimes rose over the policemen’s headksthey realized that not all crimes can be
prevented.

For this purpose, a new branch of the MetropolRatfice was created in 1842. The
Detective Department unit started with eight pleliothes detectives and once again struck
fear into the citizenry. People did not trust themecause they were wearing civilian
clothes and thus could not be recognized as poéoeiVhen leading an investigation, they
were using informants, lies and deception, whichsed a great suspicion. That was
probably the reason why after six years after tbegation, there was still the same number
of detectives.

The 1870s were characterized by a corruption raffithree chief inspectors, which
led to the abolition and consequential reorgaroratif the Detective Department, creating
a new Criminal Investigation Department in 1878.

The CID was a modern detective branch, which bypé&at the Bow Street Runners. It
counted 200 detectives, rising to 800 by 1888pany of them being former thief-takers or
constables with years of investigation experiends. one detective said, the most
important thing for their job was a common sensépoift[ting] two and two together to
make four”,?® along with the knowledge of where to look and teehniques of right

questioning.

2"“The Growth of the Police Force,” School History,
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By that time, the Criminal Investigation Departrhéook the responsibility for the
whole prosecution process, finally leaving out thay of the crime victims to find the
offenders on their own. Of course, they still haddport what happened, but that was all
they were now expected to do. The Metropolitan deolhus gave the people another

demonstration of how they could be useful for theiety.

3.5 Arming Bobbies

The members of any British police institution hawever worn lethal weapons, unless it
was necessary. The Metropolitan Police even usas & sign of their uniqueness among
the police forces of other nations. The only weapitey have ever had on them was a
truncheon, still carried by police officers todglus a whistle to summon help when
needed.

This was about to change in the 1880s. There wagseat problem with armed
burglars, while the Bobbies who pursuit them weanarmed and unprotected when being
confronted. In 1883, thEvening Standarshewspapers commented on the issue that way:
“It is not only foolish but absolutely cruel to sepolicemen out to combat men possessed
with revolvers, without any other arm than a sletub”. %

This concern resulted in a questionnaire abouirayitme policemen, which was issued
among them. The outcome showed that more than hisdst of officers would have
preferred carry guns. There was a great debatetlbeeesults and the Commissioners were
rather baffled — accepting the wishes of constablesld have meant overthrowing the
unarmed nature of Bobbies that they were famous for

Eventually, they came with a decision to havenatéd number of revolvers for the
men patrolling the most dangerous beats. The rew®lwere not very used, though.
Officers did not have much practice, as they wdosvad to have only six training shots at
a target a yeawyhich was not much. Although the men voted for firgarms, they were
guite anxious about using them. They were not g&ijed in firing and it often happened
that while being confronted with an armed gang,dffieers missed all the shots. The more
typical usage was when one officer fired into tireta wake up a family in a burning

house.

9 Clive Emsley,The Great British Bobby: A History of British Patig from 1829 to the Presefitondon:
Quercus Publishing Plc, 2009), 157.



TBU in Zlin, Faculty of Humanities 31

This topic is still alive today. Arming Bobbies shats opponents as well as its
advocates, but | dare to say that most citizensgaénst — because of the tradition, which

is for the British very typical.

3.6  Women in police

For a long time, women were not interested in m@bs In fact, they were supposed to not
to be interested in any kind of job, as they weneght that their role was to bring up
children and take care of their family and househol

But during the late nineteenth and early twentmhtury, the things were to change.
Women called for equality with men in separate gpheres that limited their participation
in public life and the feminist movement was on tise. It was just a matter of time before
the femininism reached also the Metropolitan Police

The development of the role of women in police wagdow and only gradual process
full of troubles. First women in the force appeatting 1880s. They were wives of
station sergeants living there with their husbaaals originally taking care of the domestic
needs of young constables. But because there vegreent problems with arrested women
that sometimes charged the supervising officens fsexual harassment just to escape the
punishment, some police stations appointed soecaitdice matrons, which function was
usually served by the police officers’ wives.

Their tasks were to deal with female suspectd) stscsearching them when arrested
and supervising them in custody. Later, they wds® aesponsible for visiting female
convicts released on license.

During the First World War, many men left for thhent and women filled the incurred
gaps. This shift of sex did not spare the policedoeither. Women from a higher class
than were the average policemen became attracttek tpolice profession, although they
were not really accepted by their male colleagassthey were seen better suited for an
unpaid social service work. They were to deal wvitie matters involving women and
children, doing only a limited number of patrolling

Simultaneously, there were operating two voluntgmpups that actually laid
foundations to the official female police work. Beegroups were created because they
wanted to control young women and girls that weawirig relationships with present

soldiers. Both groups were policing behaviour ofrkig-class women, patrolling parks
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and other public spaces in order to separate datingles, when a woman was thought to
be married.

But while the middle-class National Union of Wom@forkers (NUWW) considered
themselves to be an aid to the Metropolitan Potite,Women Police Service (WPS) did
rather charity or “rescue work” like warning misla®ing girls and soldiers’ wives of the
danger of immoral behaviour.

Their effort eventually led to the creation of W®men Police in 1918, a body of 100
women with Sophia Stanley from the NUWW appointedta Superintendent. There were
also first requirements on the enrolment issuedh @s the minimum height of five feet
and four inches, no power of arrest as they wetesworn as constables, and no right to
pension. Also, any woman with dependant young otridvas forbidden from the service.
By February 1919 there were only 25 women offiegrgointed.

These women met strong opposition from male afficeecause they saw them as
intruders in their job. They were said to be degyimeir feminity when accepting the job
and their uniform that was considered to be toorinieh” did not help either. It consisted
of a tunic and a wide skirt, together with a widérmed helmet, and was not changed
until the 1930s and 1940s when there were somepiseof its feminisation.

One policewoman recalled meeting a Canadian sofofiea street who “proceeded to
give [her] a piece of his mind ... and advised [her]stay at home and bring up [her]
family instead of walking the streets in a way meeht woman should®® There were also
fears that the police service could attract lesblanking for a partner.

Although women proved during the war, their suscas police officers did not last
long. Shortly after the end of the First World Widwe Women Police was disbanded. Only
a few women officers left in the service, but pelimatrons were still being employed to
search and supervise female suspects and werapvasiée they were being interviewed.

The life of the purely women police force was vehprt, they worked only during the
war emergency. But the fact that police matronsevatitl being hired indicates that there
was a constant need for women to be present atepstations, and so | do not see a

tangible reason why the women police officers e disbanded. Maybe it was because

%0 Clive EmsleyThe Great British Bobby: A History of British Patig from 1829 to the Presefitondon:
Quercus Publishing Plc, 2009), 185.
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their male colleagues did not see their activiies proper police work, and so employing
of police matrons was a better and mainly chealpeice for them.

Anyway, women did not give up and have been aittgcknen’s job sphere since then,
although the resistance to them still carried tveytwere thought to be an unnecessary
luxury that the economic could not support.

A slight change came no sooner than in the lag4%nd early 1990s, when the
percentage of women in police raised from 9,4%9851to 11,8% in 1997. The numbers
from 2003 talk about 21% of women officers in thudige force 3!

By 1939 they got standardized pay and working tmm$ and the requirement that
they resign after getting marry was dropped. Bairtuties have stayed very traditional —
working with women and children, locating missingrgons and dealing with female
prisoners, while having only a limited number ofrpks. However, they did not become a
proper part of the force with the same conditiond aghts as men until the early 1970s,
and still then a woman joining the police was sagfeither a nymphomaniac or a dyke”,
in any case she “couldn’t be normat®.

At the beginning of the twenty-first century, womplay in the police an important
role. Although they now have the same conditionsnas, they still prefer to deal with
sexual assaults and matters involving childrenoAlsly a minimum of them is trained to

use firearms.

31 ). David Hirschel, and William Wakefield, “ModeBnglish Police,” inCriminal Justice in England and
the United State@Nestport, CT: Praeger Publishers, 1995), 127.

%2 Clive Emsley,The Great British Bobby: A History of British Patig from 1829 to the Presefitondon:
Quercus Publishing Plc, 2009), 271.
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4 POLICING TOWARDS THE 21ST CENTURY

Policing has gone through a long development thatill not over. Each era brings new
difficulties and police have to be able to deaklvitiem, to adjust to them.

From the very beginning, when there was no orgahipolice system, people
depended on amateur watchmen and constables drappelnted thief-takers that were to
a certain degree substituting modern policemerthait time, there were no direct attempts
to prevent crimes, contemporary “police” focuseithea on detection of already committed
felonies. Maybe they did not know how to do it, tbaythey did not have enough
resources. And maybe they did not care, convinted the punishments were severe
enough to deter any potential offenders.

In the half of the eighteenth century, thief-taketere replaced by the detectives of the
Bow Street, although not completely wiped off theats. The Bow Street Runners worked
in similar ways as the thief-takers, but were uratex “roof” and paid by the magistrate.

The great revolution in policing came in 1829 wi&n Robert Peel established the
Metropolitan Police, the first centrally controllgmblice force, that became a model of
policing also for other nations and due to the oeatt nature of patrolling Bobbies, stays
unique among the police forces world-wide.

The 1960s was a period of major changes. The wars over and Britain started to
get on its feet again. Cultural and social charemmpanied by a great technological
boom, created a new kind of society. People weré@mganto towns, driving their cars and
enjoying the benefits of the National Health Sexitat was launched in 1948.

Ben Pimlott, a biographer of a British Prime Mteisof that time, Harold Wilson,
described the 1960s as being “arguably the episbdesatest transition and change in the
post-war period. It was a period of coming to tenmth a new prosperity and it was a
period of rapid cultural and social change. It waseriod of very important humanitarian
reforms.”®

Naturally, these changes influenced the Britishiceoas well. The extension of
suburbs made some beats much longer and thus teeé teorganization of the patrolling
system, creating the Unit Beat Policing. This systeas applied in wider beats and

replaced the traditional foot patrol by uniformeadlipemen in cars, issued with a radio for
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an easier contact with the central office. The id@a that the officers should every now
and then park the car and patrol on foot and ats#me time be able to respond to any
emergence calls. It was claimed that by the beg@qmf the 1970s, this new style of

policing covered about 60% of England and Walés.

However, this reorganization was not very popalaong citizens. They criticized the
decreasing number of patrolling officers, feelihgyt are not as safe as they were before.
For over hundred years, Robert Peel saw preveriateol as the key to successful
policing. In the past, the Bobby had to cover heatbup to fifteen minutes, so when you
needed something, you could just stay in frontafryhouse and he would eventually pass
you by. Now, you could wait perhaps the whole dag then had to make a call, because
there would probably be no policeman around. Sachlg the police gave up what they
had been doing for more than a century and qus¢diied a completely new system.

And this is one of the features that people commhout. They miss the old friendly
Bobby patrolling still the same streets and knowiing local people. | believe, however,
that in a modern world this is not possible anymditeere are still more and more people
and even if there were not a shortage of men amdaman the police service, this tradition
would be only hardly sustainable.

There were some attempts, though. In responsesdplgs calls for higher police
visibility, the Police Community Service Officer®€SOs) were introduced in 2002.
Because the police generally have more importank wtsewhere and have not enough
resources to patrol usually uneventful areas, thus®sworn uniformed officers were
employed to replace them in being there for theamiis.

Community policing has always been rated very hRgople like the assurance that
they are watched upon, that someone not reallyafay protects them from day-to-day
minor offences like anti-social behaviour, vandaligirunkenness, neighbourly disputes or
parking matters. The biggest contribution, howeietheir visibility. They are patrolling
streets in a way that Bobbies several decades age iw an attempt to reduce crime and
although they have no power of arrest and are alitgofficers, the PCSOs are able to

directly tackle some petty offences like those thete described earlier.

% Michael Parsons, “Licence d'anglais - The SixiieGreat Britain,"Université de Pau et des Pays de
I'Adour, http://web.univ-pau.fr/~parsons/sixties.html @ssed April 9, 2010).
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The PCSOs are employed by local police forcesuppart police officers in reducing
the fear of crime among the citizens. They wearlamuniforms as police officers with
certain distinguishing features depending on thea,asuch as a blue shield on the cap
stating “Community Support Officer”. They are alsot as equipped as police officers,
they have only a protective vest and a radio.

However, the officers on beat did not disappeanmetely, they can still be seen in
the centers of large cities or in especially dangerareas. But the characteristics of these
officers have changed as well. Apart from those wateoparticularly keen on patrolling, the
patrols are mostly done by young recruits stragghtof the academy, who are serving their
obligatory two years of street patrolling, or byficdrs who were not accepted to any
specialist group.

The rising tendency of crimes, particularly thdbat newly appeared in the recent
years and require special attention (such as annational crime or terrorism), led to the
creation of many specialist squads. This spectabzadrew all skilled and experienced
officers out of the streets to the units dealinghwapecific crimes, leaving cities to the
novices who have only little clue about the demawidheir work. Generally, the average
policeman answering people’s calls is likely toléss than 25 years old with less than four

year's experience”>

4.1 News in the system
When you say British police, most people visuabzdecentralized police system, unique
in its unarmed civilian nature that is widely adedrat home and abroad.

There are 43 forces in England and Wales nowafwehich are for the London area —
the Metropolitan Police and the City of London pelicompared to 183 during the Second
World War ¢, Each force is maintained by a police authority,efected committee that
appoints the chief constable, who is responsibtenfanagement tasks like appointment,

promotion and deployment of his force. That medms the force is responsible for

% Clive Emsley,The Great British Bobby: A History of British Patig from 1829 to the Presefitondon:
Quercus Publishing Plc, 2009), 250.

% Charles Edward$Changing Policing Theories For 21st Century Soegnd ed. (Sydney: Federation
Press, 2005), 72.

% . David Hirschel, and William Wakefield, “ModeBEnglish Police,” inCriminal Justice in England and
the United State@Nestport, CT: Praeger Publishers, 1995), 126.



TBU in Zlin, Faculty of Humanities 37

policing their local territory. The forces, howeyemooperate in a number of policing
activities, such as asset recovery or motorwaypatr

All the police forces contain more than 140,500igeoofficers and 13,400 police
community support officers’ which is a great increase since 1977 when theseabaut

108,000 policemerf® Out of this number, women represent 24% of paifieers.

4.1.1 Aims of policing
In the 1820s Robert Peel published his “Nine RooftPolicing”, the principles that are
still cited today and that are said to be as releua modern policing as they were in the

nineteenth century. These principles are basiceflgcted in the following quotation:

The purpose of the police service is to upholdléwve fairly and firmly; to prevent
crime; to pursue and bring to justice those whoabrthe law; and to keep the
Queen’s Peace; to protect, help and reassure theuaity; and to be seen to do all

this with integrity, common sense and sound judgeni®

These tasks are, however, being recently chalteibgea growing number of crimes
that are of non-local character and that often\gmever the British borders. This makes
higher demands on effective policing and broadesige role to the extent it has never
been before. So while in the nineteenth and mogheftwenty century the police were
inclined to community policing, knowing everyone avhived on their beats, today they
have to make sure that they are able to deal witth ghreats as terrorism and an
international crime, and do whatever it takes ®vpnt it or at least minimize the impacts

on ordinary citizens.

4.1.2 New Powers
Until 1967 a policeman had no more powers than ramary citizen, as anyone could
arrest an offender while committing a crime or whileey had a reasonable suspicion that

he or she is guilty of the offence. A change cam&984 by issuing Police and Criminal

$7«About the Police,” Home Office, http://www.homdiak.gov.uk/police/about/index.html (accessed April
11, 2010).

% Home Affairs CommitteeRolicing in the 21st CenturfLondon: The Stationery Office Limited, 2008), 85.
%9 Home Affairs CommitteeRolicing in the 21st CenturfLondon: The Stationery Office Limited, 2008), 95.
% Tim Newburn Handbook of PolicingCullompton: Willan Publishing, 2003), 87.
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Evidence Act, so-called PACE, which deals primaniigh the search and stop powers,
powers of entry and of arrest, and the balance dsrivthese powers and the rights of the
public.

The most controversial is especially the searchsaop power. Officers used to misuse
it, mainly when dealing with ethnic minorities, panlarly young black men. They are still
seen as potential suspects, partly probably bedhasafficers just do not understand them.
As one policeman explains: “Black youths do haveaggressive manner, they are very
excitable, and they shout and wave their arms abodtthey sort of sway and stagger
around.”** An officer can perceive this as a provocation anche reacts — by searching
them for any weapon or other things they shouldnawe on them.

But the PACE specified the circumstances underchviiihe stop and search can be
done. Officer now has to have a reasonable suspihit the person is in possession of an
offensive weapon, drugs or stolen goods, or formgda spray paint attempted to use in
damaging property. The fact that the person hdsrdiit skin colour does not count. They
are also obliged to make a report and when makirgyest, to inform the suspect of his or

her rights.

4.1.3 Training
It is not very difficult to become a policeman;amatter of fact the basic requirements for
the admission to the police are very similar tassthrom the beginning of the Metropolitan
Police. The applicants must be older than eighyeans and be fit enough, which is tested
by a fitness test that consists of running andstdestrength. There are also certain health
standards that they must meet such as stressaresmsbr good eyesight, but generally the
test are designed that every healthy man or worhanld pass. What is new is that the
financial situation of the applicants is checkedoier to assess the vulnerability to
corruption. Because the corruption is seen as gpftmglem, anyone with high debts is
rejected.

Unlike in the nineteenth century, the recruitsrany forces have no minimum height
required now, because it is seen as a kind ofichgtation against ethnic minorities with
smaller stature. Although the smallest police effiever was probably the legless man

from the first recruiting in 1829, who was in thengce for only four hours, today’s police
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have also its rarity. That is PC Sue Day, whosghtas only four feet and ten inches and
who is said to be the smallest police officer iitan. 2

Bigger change, however, is in the recruitment &madhing process. The nineteenth
century applicants were accepted only by fulfillivasic, mostly physical requirements and
today it is not much different, except for havimggo through an assessment center, where
the applicants’ aptitudes for police work are asedsWhen they pass, their twenty-week
training starts with a course of instruction, felled by the final exams and a two-years
probationary period. You can see then that thisasiething different from the 1829
practice, when all the training the recruits gosveg working with an experienced officer.
Fortunately, today’s recruits are more prepared lzgtter trained for doing a good job as

police officers.

4.1.4 Police officers equipment

It seems to be so long ago when first officerststhto patrol streets, armed only with a
wooden truncheon and a rattle, later a whistlesummon help when needed. And yet,
today’s officers are not equipped much more. Thi#ly carry a modern version of a
truncheon and instead of a whistle they have aopatsadio. Apart from this, they are also
issued with handcuffs and an incapacitant spray, wear a stab-proof vest and be armed
with a taser.

There is also a special unit, whose men are waarel issued with firearms called
Authorized Firearms Officers. These qualified dgfie form, however, only a small portion
of the Metropolitan Police officers, so you can ge# Britain try hard to sustain the image
of an unarmed force. The majority of citizens agaiast routine arming of police officers,
although some people argue that there is no othgiinvsuch a violent society and that is it
naive to think that the officers could be able ¢aldvith gun crimes without being armed
themselves.

Although firearms is not anything new in Britislolice as they were at officers’
disposal already in the 1880s, the prevailing apins that when policemen get armed, it

will be “the end of the civilization as we know.ifThe routine arming of Bobbies is thus

“! Roger GraefTalking BluegGlasgow: HarperCollins Manufacturing, 1990).

“2Ben Perrin, “People look up to Britain's shortsp,” Swindon Advertiser,
http://mwww.swindonadvertiser.co.uk/news/4855738fedook _up_to Britain_s_shortest cop/ (accessed
April 12, 2010).
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seen as “the last straw’® when there is no other way out, which with théngsthreat of

terrorism and organized crime can happen very soon.

4.2 Dealing with new patterns of crimes

The British are said to have a high respect forlélwe but it would be foolish assuming
that this could be applied to anyone. In fact,dhme rates are still increasing and the law-
breakers are coming up with new and new ideas.

Every era brings distinct responsibilities andliemges to the police. Societies are still
developing and crimes with them, using the newestiniologies and advantages that the
modern world can give them. Although the streeherhas not almost changed throughout
the years, as people have always stolen thingsJilked drinking and fighting, there are
now new problems that have to be taken care abibweise problems are characterized by
advances in technology, especially the informattenhnology, along with increased
mobility. These factors influence the way crimes aeing committed, as well as their
detection. It also means that some crimes are glgdteasing to be of a local character,
and are more and more demanding a national oravémternational cooperation.

Criminals are very inventive. Since 1997, 3,60% re@giminal offences were created,
introducing 29 new Home Office crime classificasoff Many of those can be trivial or
even ridiculous, but it still shows that the numbglaw-breakers is rising, and thus adding
more work to police officers.

Nevertheless, not all crimes that we consideregalrreation of a modern world are
really new. They may be more sophisticated and rdiffieult to detect, but basically they
were here even several centuries ago. Charles Bdwares in his book an example of the
crime of fraud. Today's stealing another’s credircc or using another’'s password for
financial gain is very similar to the medieval fbisig of documents. The only difference
he sees is in the level of anonymity. While the rmeal victim would probably know
which persons had the access to his belongings,thke seal used in the falsification,
today’s use of the Internet makes almost imposdibleénd out who is the suspect. It is
likely that the victim and the offender never nistcause they can be from different parts

of the country, or even the world. Such offendeesret easy to detect, not only because of

“3Roy Ingleton Arming the British Police: The Great Debdfortland: Frank Cass, 1997), vii.
“Home Affairs CommitteeRolicing in the 21st Centurftondon: The Stationery Office Limited, 2008), 10.
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many of these crimes go unnoticédAnother example of an old crime in a new disguise
can be people smuggling or prostitution, whichuist janother version of slavery that was
abolished in Britain in 1833.

The rise of non-local crimes sparked off the cogadf specialized units, dealing with
specific types of crimes. This means that the obléne police in the twenty-first century is
broader than it has ever been before, ranging tawkling terrorism to taking lost dogs.
Because of this wide variety of tasks, the polifterostruggle with what they are here for

and what their role in the society really is, betogfused about their priorities.

4.2.1 Traffic division

Creating a traffic division was one of the firstgs of police specialization. The increasing
use of cars had a great impact on policing from t@asons. First, it brought new conflicts
to the officers, as cars were initially driven mip$ty the higher class of the society, by the
people the police had rarely troubles with. Thiarged when they started to encounter
each other on the roads. People were reluctahetoegulations that they were supposed to
obey, such as that they could not park where thayted, that they had to have a driver
license and that their car had to have a validitax. All these issues were causing disputes
with the respectable class of the society, as digyot like that someone in a uniform was
telling them what to do.

The extensive use of automobiles led to the @paii the traffic department. Motor
Traffic Patrols were set up by the 1930 Road Teaffict that among other things
established pedestrian crossings and abolishespted limit of 20mph. The forerunner of
today’'s traffic units watched out for people driyimegardless of others, prevented
collisions and made sure the traffic was smoothiyning. Although those early traffic
officers were nicknamed “Courtesy Cops”, today'digeanen of the Traffic Operational
Command Unit are seen by the public rather as #r@my, probably because they are the
most in the contact with ther.

Secondly, the use of cars by the public made thiegstart to utilize them as well. It

was not their first means of transport, though. ibmthe Victorian period, the officers

> Charles EdwardChanging Policing Theories For 21st Century Soe@nd ed. (Sydney: Federation
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were allowed to use bicycles on longer beats, ep tid not have to walk such a distance
and were also able to respond quickly when thereew® telephones. Gradually, they
moved on to the use of first purpose-built motoleyd/elocette in the 1960s, followed by
cars famously nicknamed “Pandas” — small cars maify painted with black and blue. The
police were initially hesitant in using new cars, they did not want to be completely
isolated from the public, but the increasing taffiave them no choice. There had to be
someone to deal with road pirates and that was ssiple without putting the officers
themselves into the cars. Today's traffic departneiformed by several specialized units,

each one dealing with specific traffic issues.

4.2.2 Organized crime

People’s nature is to make a lot of money withoutimeffort. An ordinary job is not the
right way to do so, as they have to work for longaw hours and all they get is a few
pennies. Most of people do not much complain, busbme it is an unacceptable solution.
But because theft and fraud are not very effectitleer, they have decided to get together
with other similarly thinking individuals, so thikeigal money gaining is easier and harder
to detect.

This is the principle of organized crime, anothepect of the modern world that the
police have to face. The main drive is money asd assh demand from the illegal market.
Origins of organized crime could be seen alreadh@seventeenth century, when pirates
terrorized merchant ships on the open sea. Anéddyréhen they were hard to trace and
hard to arrest.

Today’s organized crime is more sophisticated,ctviiauses many troubles to the
police. There are usually whole groups involvedhva hierarchical structure, and if the
police are successful in detecting them, they ble ta prosecute only the lowest members;
they very rarely get the ones who organize the wihmisiness, because these are people
who usually cannot be easily linked to the crimes.

The most successful “business” is predominantljngestolen or illegal goods, which
includes cars, drugs, firearms, or even babiesxotieanimals. The gangs also provide

illicit services like prostitution or money laundegy.

4.2.3 Hooligans
It is said that Britain has the greatest problertihviootball violence in the world, which is

also called hooliganism. This can be described les/ihg an anti social and violent
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minority of fans that spoil the enjoyment of theswanajority”. *’ It is a big problem all
over the world, but Britain is infamous for it -atnis why hooliganism is nicknamed “the
English disease”. | will not talk now about the stameous violence caused by
overexcitement, but about the intentional fightdhwmembers of rivaling clubs.

Football hooliganism is probably as old as fodtiia€lf. The most serious problems
with football violence were in the 1970s and 1988sce then, especially after the
Football Spectator Act was issued in 1989, the remdf incidents on the matches
decreased, but that is because the majority ofigies moved out of the stadium to the
places where normal fans cannot be affected andenthe hooligans are harder to find.
That means that the matches themselves are ratfegrtban they used to be, but it does
not solve the problem. On contrary, it is maybenewerse.

These out-of-stadium fights make more troublethé&police. They take place mostly
in an unknown area, at an unknown time and thec@dre lucky to even know there is a
battle coming. These meetings are being arrangedniernet forums or mobile phones,
that is once again with the help of modern techgielky and so it is more difficult for the
police to take any precautions.

These conflicts are also more violent than thaséhe stadiums. The hooligans do not
have to have regards for others (if they ever dal) thus during these fights many people
very often end up injured. And the police are nradical, too.

Tackling football violence is one of the rolesrfrahe broad spectrum that the police
have to play. It is important that the stadiumssaie for entire families and that people do
not have to worry they could be injured by aggneséans.

The police fight with the hooligans mostly by tlev. They have powers to ban their
access to the matches for from two to ten yeardy Bbhome and abroad. In 2007-2008
were for such banning orders subjected 3,172 haadigand 3,842 people were arrested for
disorderly behaviour on the match@s.

Modern technology helps the police in preventiogllganism as well. Almost on all

stadiums there are closed circuit television (CCTdAmeras that help to catch the

47 “preventing Football Hooliganism,” Football Networ
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offenders, either red-handed or subsequently, ghémkhe picture of their faces. In larger
stadiums there are even control rooms from whezeptilice officers can search the area.
The important element, though, still remains thespnce of the police in the stadiums,

both in uniform and plain-clothes.

4.2.4 Internet crime

The Internet is probably the most perceived teabgio&l invention that influenced almost
everyone on the planet. It can be a very helpfoll, fout when in hands of a wrong person,
it can turn into a dangerous device. The Interadiasically anonymous and thus a perfect
place for every kind of crime.

Internet or cyber crime is a broad term coverilhgiads of crimes that are committed
via the Internet, such as computer hacking, fir@rsgtams, credit card fraud, identity and
data theft, child pornography, cyber stalking oereviruses, junk mail and the creation of
websites that promote racial hatred or terrorishe pic itself is very extensive, so let me
focus only on some basic facts and on the polilethere.

Internet crime is on the rise, for example the hanof viruses in 2008 increased of
250%.*° The reason may be that it is easier to becoménsnal online, where nobody
knows you and nobody will ever see you in persdrs &nonymity causes that even people
that would never commit a crime in the psychicaflda@lo it via the Internet, as they are
convinced that nothing can happen to them, thapttiee will never find them.

Cyber crime is a worldwide problem. As Roger Gadpam the National Criminal
Intelligence Service says, “we can now be attadkedriminals who do not need to come
to [our] territory. Lots of policing arrangementave their roots in the fact that victim and
offender are geographically co-located. It is dedént world now, and if you can do your
business legitimately from home via the electran&dium, why can't that business not be
criminal business? We have to move ourselves mtortew world. It is a great challenge

for us.” > That means that Internet crime not always staythénborders of the country.

9 Home Office,Science and Innovation Strategy 2010-2Qiéhdon: The Stationery Office Limited, 2010),
6.

0 “The World Wide Crime Web,” Life of Crime,
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/static/in_deptha@01/life_of crime/cybercrime.stm (accessed Apéi)
2010).



TBU in Zlin, Faculty of Humanities 45

The investigation can lead also to another natems thus the crime cannot be solved
without an international cooperation.

In Britain, each police force has its computemeriunit, whose work is to detect the
online offenders. Until 2006 they belonged to the Fch Crime Unit, then their
competences were transferred to the e-crime unihefSerious Organised Crime Agency
(SOCA).

4.2.5 Terrorism

The destruction of the World Trade Center in 200fluenced the whole world and the
governments of all countries tried to find a salntito the question what if something
similar happens to them, too.

Terrorism is not a new crime, terrorist organizas were active since at least the
1970s, but at that time it was mostly attacks opdrtant persons and the number of killed
people was much lower than in 2001. Now, the targéthe terrorist are mostly innocent
ordinary people that die because of a twisted mpolthat have all the attackers in
common, as well as shared tactics and methodology.

The fight against terrorism requires an intermralocooperation, as the attacks come
from the Islamic countries. The individual attackenight be local born, but they are all
connected to a certain extremist group.

In July 2005 London suffered the terrorist bomta@k, when 52 people were killed
and nearly 800 injured’ There were already operating anti-terrorist braschut they did
not prove very successful and so the Counter Tismo€ommand was created. This new
unit is designed to stop terrorist attacks by detgcterrorist networks and breaking up
their activities; to prevent people from becomiagarists or supporters of the extremism;
to strengthen the protection against attacks bydyug potential targets like buildings or
public transport and controlling people coming int@ country; and to minimize the
impact when the attack cannot be avoided by magiags how to deal with an attack for

every region in the United Kingdom.

*L«Call for public inquiry into 7/7,” BBC News, httfinews.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/6948174.stm (accesse
April 16, 2010).
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4.2.6 New technologies

It is not only that criminals cause problems to igwl because of using modern
technologies, fortunately it is also vice versachrelogical boom and advances in science
influenced the way that police work already in thieldle of the ninetieth century, when the
first photographs were introduced and have beeileciggng the changing patterns of
crime ever since. In the 1890s the police stamechtalogue fingerprints, which led to the
creation of the fingerprint bureau at the beginrohthe twentieth century. There are stored
fingerprints of all sentenced and charged crimifia@s the United Kingdom; fingerprints
of those who eventually proved innocent are desttoit helps through a computer system
to quickly find if a person was already convictedtihe past. Fingerprints are also being
taken from crime scenes, as well as DNA traceschvtesting methods are used since the
1980s. In 2008-2009, for example, 17, 463 crimeewletected by a DNA matcH.

Another use of technology in the fight againstmaiis closed circuit television
cameras on streets. They help to protect the palslizvell as to more quickly detect the
offenders if a crime was committed; because ofrtbheme reduction approach they are
very popular among citizens. The cameras are edpedeneficial in discouraging
offenders and identifying crimes in progress, adl &g in monitoring activities of the
suspects and providing evidences for the trial. Aldmys, there are about 4.2 million
cameras all over the United Kingdor.

New technologies also changed the protective egemp and weaponry of the police.
The new focus is mostly on less lethal weapons asdiasers or water canons for breaking
demonstrations, or on police equipment like bodyar or portable ballistic and slash

protection made of aramid fibres, such as Keuvlar.

2 Home Office Science and Innovation Strategy 2010-2Ql@&don: The Stationery Office Limited, 2010),
11.

>3 “News & Facts: Number of Cameras,” The NationalT&CStrategy,
http://www.crimereduction.homeoffice.gov.uk/cctwve and_facts.htm (accessed April 16, 2010).
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CONCLUSION
The British Bobby is one of the most globally reczgd symbols of Great Britain, along

with the Tower Bridge or double-deckers. But justlze typical red London buses, also the
Bobbies gradually become a thing of past. The wisrichanging and the police have to be
able to reflect these changes.

The police have gone through a long developmehigtwis by no means over. And
yet, their role basically has not changed; it igbanded into enormous proportions in an
attempt to face any threat the modern world camgbri

The purpose of this work was to analyze the wipoteess of the development of the
police in Great Britain and their role in the sdgie

The very basics of modern policing lay in severatitutions that operated in the
eighteenth and early nineteenth century. These hwan, constables and thief-takers
together in fact represented the whole police bady,each of them specialized in a
different aspect of law enforcement and thus plagedifferent role in the society. The
proactive part were the watchmen and the constahb#sguarded streets, arresting any
offender in the process of committing a crime, wtlithe reactive “force” were the thief-
takers, catching criminals after the crime was catteh and the offender ran away.

Thief-takers were subsequently replaced by the Btreet Runners, who developed
modern detective techniques, detecting the offenislesimilar ways as the thief-takers did.
They were also the first who came with the idea thiane prevention is an important part
of the fight against crime.

The revolution in policing came with the estabiisnt of the Metropolitan Police, the
first centrally organized police force that Britdias never seen before. Their aim became
crime prevention and first regular patrols weret $erthe streets to protect the citizens and
discourage offenders. Despite the initial antipattme Metropolitan Police was a great
success. Crime began to decrease and because Bblthées on beats, people felt safer.
Subsequently, the police forces based on the Melitap Police were created all over
Britain.

Today's police is not very different from that ated in 1829 by Robert Peel. His
“Nine Principle’s of Policing” are still cited togtaproviding the essential aims of policing.
The modern world and especially technological adeacaused that the police have to
gradually leave the tradition of the unarmed IdBabby and respond to the new crimes

and threats. Organized crime or terrorism is imipdsgo tackle in a peaceful way and



TBU in Zlin, Faculty of Humanities 48

although the police have modern technologies amhse to detect the offenders, it is not
enough. More and more police officers are issueth wuns, so they could protect
themselves while facing an armed gang as well ag ranod more money is put into the
development of new protective and reactive equigmen

The world changes, it becomes more violent andendangerous, crimes cease to be
of a local nature and due to the easier transpouire an international cooperation. And
the police have to harden, too. New precautionsbareg taken and although the police
cannot always protect the public against the darigey try at least to minimize the impact

on them.
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APPENDICES

Pl Robert’s Peel Nine Principles of Policing.



APPENDIX P I: ROBERT’'S PEEL NINE PRINCIPLES OF POLI CING

1. To prevent crime and disorder, as an alternatiteeir repression by military force and
by severity of legal punishment.

2. To recognize always that the power of the padiacéulfil their functions and duties is
dependent on public approval of their existencgpas and behaviour, and on their ability
to secure and maintain public respect.

3. To recognize always that to secure and mairtegrrespect and approval of the public
means also the securing of willing cooperation e public in the task of securing
observance of laws.

4. To recognize always that the extent to which ¢beperation of the public can be
secured diminishes, proportionately, the necessftythe use of physical force and
compulsion for achieving police objectives.

5. To seek and to preserve public favour, not bydpang to public opinion, but by
constantly demonstrating absolutely impartial ssto law, in complete independence of
policy, and without regard to the justice or injass of the substance of individual laws; by
ready offering of individual service and friendshg all members of the public without
regard to their wealth or social standing; by reasgrcise of courtesy and friendly good
humour; and by ready offering of individual saadiin protecting and preserving life.

6. To use physical force only when the exercispav§uasion, advice and warning is found
to be insufficient to obtain public cooperationaio extent necessary to secure observance
of law or to restore order; and to use only theimim degree of physical force which is
necessary on any particular occasion for achieaipglice objective.

7. To maintain at all times a relationship with heblic that gives reality to the historic
tradition that the police are the public and theg public are the police; the police being
only members of the public who are paid to give-finhe attention to duties which are
incumbent on every citizen, in the interests of oamity welfare and existence.

8. To recognize always the need for strict adherdaqoolice-executive functions, and to
refrain from even seeming to usurp the powers efjtidiciary of avenging individuals or
the state, and of authoritatively judging guilt anahishing the guilty.

9. To recognize always that the test of policecgdficy is the absence of crime and
disorder, and not the visible evidence of policioacin dealing with them.



