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ABSTRAKT

Tato bakaléskd prace se zabyva analyzouihghovych tvafi slovesnych v angiting.
Prace je nejprve zalfena na vymezeni zakladnich pdjgako ¢as, slovesnyas a vid.
Cilem nasledujictasti je analyza vyskytu fibéhovychc¢adi stavovych sloves v korpusech
a srovnani vysledk s pouzitou literaturou. V této praci jsou také @y rozdily mezi

britskou a americkou angtinou.

Kli¢ova slovaias, slovesnyas, slovesny vid, fibéhovy ¢as slovesny, stavové sloveso

ABSTRACT

This bachelor thesis deals with the analysis ofptugressive aspect in English. At first,
the thesis is focused on the definitions of the &aycepts such as time, tense and aspect.
The aim of the following part is an analysis of 8tative verbs occurrences in progressive
aspect in the corpora and a comparison of thetsesith the used literature. This bachelor

thesis also gives a comment on the differencesdmtvBritish and American English

Keywords: time, tense, aspect, progressive asgi@ttye verb
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INTRODUCTION

English usually distinguishes two verbs categoredynamic verbs and stative verbs.
Many people may remember some basic rules thatvénles usually stative ones that
cannot be used in the progressive aspect. On tier bfand, it is generally known that
dynamic verbs are commonly used in this aspect.d¥ew many students of English may
come across the question which stative verbs dgtcaah be used in the progressive aspect
and which not or if there might be a possible cleapigneaning.

First of all, however, the thesis will deal witietterms tense and time and it will state
the main distinction between them. Then it will tone with the aspect definition and
division into perfective and progressive aspectilt also demonstrate the variations of
tense and aspect found in English as well as tbesca which the aspect is being found in
the absence of tense. Afterwards, the thesis wdl dith the main functions of progressive
aspect. Since the emphasizing of duration is rebtily feature and the meaning of some
verbs can be change in such situations. Theredftei] describe the distinction between
stative and dynamic verbs and divide the stativdbssénto the categories which are
connected by the meaning and grammar. Simultangausvill concretize which of these
verbs can have the progressive aspect without te@nmg change and on the contrary
which verbs change the meaning.

Furthermore, the thesis will compare the grammuéesr of progressive aspect, taken
from the authors such as Huddleston and Pullungh.eed Svartvik and Quirk and others,
with the Corpus of Contemporary American Englistd @ritish National Corpus. The
thesis will also examine the differences betweettidBr English and American English.
This analysis will provide an evidence of progressiorm of stative verbs and their real

use in English.
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1 TENSE AND TIME

Tensecan be described as the grammatical feature oflathat referrs to a certain point
of time. It can also be defined as thmmmaticalised expression of location in time.
Generally, thdime refers to the past, future or to what is happenigigt now, whereas the
tense represents the grammatical influence — howtramsfer time into our grammar.
Comrie (1985, 2) defines time as a line, wherertuts located on the right, past on the left

and present is the central point of this line.

Figure 1 Time line

[
>
|
Past Present Future

Source: (Comrie 1985, 2)

Many grammar books state that the English verbsirdtected for only two tenses
which are present and past. In case of preseng,téagorm is morphologically unmarked
(watch. The only exception is the third person singutearked with suffix es (watche$.

On the contrary, the past form of regular verbsai@siunchanged in persons and numbers.
This form is marked with suffixed (watched (Biber et al. 1999, 453). The “future tense”
holds its distinct form and remains arguable amdtmg linguists due to the lack of

inflection and insertion of modal verb “will” folleed by bear infinitivewill watch).

1.1 Tense and Time

Tense and time are usually deeply connected andany cases the tense refers to the
correspondent point of time. These types are calieghle tenses and as it is described by
the following examples the simple present tensersdb the present timéHe wants a new
car, the simple past refers to the past timée-worked in the factorgnd the future tense
corresponds to furure timeHe will work in the factory.

According to Comrie (1976, 2) the simple tensess{(ppresent, future), which are
detailed described in this chapter are always digr@non the moment of speech, the time
of utterance. Therefore, he calls such tenses latesdenses’. However, the English
grammar also uses so called ‘relative tenses’t{veldime reference) in which the time

does not relate to the moment of speech but to suirer situation — to the time of the
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main clause. Aarts and McMahon (2006, 220) placthi® category future perfect with
example (1) in which “the leaving event is repréedras in the past relative to a point that
is in the future relative to utterance time (thenpat which the letter is read)”. Another
possibility, according to them (2006, 224) is tlestpperfect because the speaker refers to
the time which “either precedes or follows the timethe state of affairs” which is
expressed by a sentence. They illustrate it byesest (2) in which the reference time is
the police arrival. Comrie (1985, 56) also stated the absolute adverbials are commonly
used in absolute tenses as for examiplday (includes present momentipmorrow
(follows present moment) angesterday(precedes present moment). The category of
relative tenses also includes special adverbiath sisthe same day, the day before, the

day after

(1) 1 will have left by the time you read this letter.

(2) The crowd had moved to the plaza when the police/sti up.

Comrie (1985, 56) also adds that the most finieuses have the absolute time
reference. On the other hand non-finite claused ti@ relative time reference. Despite the
absence of tense in the clause, it still refethédtime stated in the main, absolute tense. In
case of some infinitives (non-finite clauses) tispext is being found in the absence of
tense as in (3). Thereby, the infinitive referstiie time of main, finite clause — past.

However, the infinitive issue is described in mdegail in chapter 2.2.

(3) John pretended to have been working

1.1.1 Present Tense

According to Quirk and others (1985, 179-180) senpkesent tenses which refer to
present time can be subdivided into three groupstate, habitual and instantaneous
present. They also illustrated these three graupisa following figure 2 which graphically
demonstrates the differences between them.
1. State present —does not refer to a particular aimeb it is usually used with the
stative verbs. The general truths, the statemerdstlze timeless actions could be
place into this category. For instanddie Czech Republic sharés border with

Germany
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2.

Habitual present - refers to the situation whiclpgens repeatedly and usually
contains the dynamic verbisget up at 7 o’clock it is obvious that it may happen
every day. However, some sentences require ani@uitadverbial. For instance,
the statemeniy family goes to Scotlangould be incomplete without the use of
adverb. Therefore, in combination with the adverle ywroduce the correct

interpretatiorMy family goes to Scotland every Christmas

Instantaneous present - while simple present tesfitbedynamic verbs is typical
for the habitual present, more connected verbsngfesaction are necessary for the
instantaneous present. These verbs demonstratactioe that both started and
completed at the time of speech. It also impliest tihe action has no or little
duration. According to Quirk and others there aeesal situations in which the
instantaneous present can be used as for exangpt®thmentaries, demonstrations
self-commentaries and performatives. Performataesthe verbs which express
the act of speech advice, predict, requessuch ad advice you not to do that
(Quirk et al. 1985, 179-180)

Figure 2 Simple present tense

' .
[noun]

]
I Siate present
]

[}

090 ® 08 8@ Habitual present
1
]

® |Instantaneous present

Source: (Quirk et al. 1985, 180)

1.1.2 Past Tense

As it is shown in the figure 1 the past situatisnlocated on the left from the present

moment — past precedes present. It refers to &plarttime in past as in (4). There, we

refer to the time and situation befdheyarrive. Past tense is usually used with the words

which refer to past — e.then yesterday, last week, ten minutes ago, at that tidugkova

(2003, 222-223) also points out that past actionbz place into a specific time in past by

adding the subordinate clause of time as it is detnated in the example (5), taken form

Duskova (2003, 223). She also mentions that pabeibasic narrative style as it can best
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express the sequence of past events. In ordee#&tecthe simple past form it is necessary
to add the inflectional suffixed Obviously, it is the rule for regular verbs osiynce the
irregular verbs have their own fixed forms and aanve derived according to any rules.
These irregular verbs are for examplete, sleep, standndseefor which past forms are

wrote, slept, stoodndsaw

(4) They had a pleasant journey.
(5) That was when he was still a student, before | kmew
(6) Yesterday | played tennis=— regular verb

(7) He wrote me 5 days ago.— irregular verb

1.1.3 Future Tense

Future tense can be defined as the situationsrsathsequent to the present moment and in
the figure 1 it is situated on the right. Comri®&1 43) claims that opposed to the past
which describes what really happened the futumaase speculative. This is because our
predictions or future actions can be changed byahgr action, intervention or even by
“our own conscious intervention”. When being usedhe sentences it usually refers to
some plans, intentions, obligations or prediction.

The main form of future tense ghall/will + bare infinitive. Therefore future is
modally marked in English. The form containiwgl is used to reveal an instant decision,
promise, prediction, willingness or offer as wedl @ express uncertain futurghall is
used in English in the first person singular anatadl (/we) and it also expresses the offer

or promise.

(8) It will rain. — prediction
(9) Shall I help you? offer

1.2 Tensevs. Time
The descriptions of simple present, past and fuemees correspond with or refer to the
same time — present tense to present time, past terpast time and future tense to future
time. Anyhow, not every sentence can apply suob. Briglish grammar also includes the
utterances in which the tense does not refer tedhee time.

The first possibility is present simple tense whoan refer to future time. According

to Leech (2004, 65) the simple present can be ussduations which are considered as
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fact and also with events regarded as “immutabléie most suitable examples are for
instance the time tables or calendars. Furthermarech (2004, 65) suggests that this
category also comprises the plans or arrangemdmthvare “regarded as unalterable”. In
this case it would imply “decisive overtone” asexample (12), taken from Leech (2004,

65). If the progressive form was used insteadpuilel be seen as a present plan that can be

changed.
(10) Tomorrow is Sunday — fact
(11) The bus leaves at 8:00. — immutable situation

(12) We start for Istanbul tonight.

Conditional clauses are other types in which titaré time is represented by present
tense. The change of reference time always ocowsghordinate clause. As you can see in
the example (13) and (14), the modal will cannoubed in thef-clause, yet it is typical
for the main clause. Both examples (13), (14) ater&te conditionals meaning they refer
to the future even though the subordinate clause ke present tense. Equally, the time
clauses also do not include auxiliamjl in future time and use present tense instead. The
examples (15) and (16) depict the conjunctieffienandas soon asvhich must comply

with present tense. The same accountsilfpuntil, whenever, while and befare

(13) If I meet / *will meet her tomorrow, | will tell h@bout it.
(14) If it does not / *will not rain tomorrow, | will aoe.
(15) When | finish my homework, | will visit my grandma.

(16) My sister will phone me as soon as she arrives.

Another type of time and tense disagreement ishiséoric present’. In this case the
simple present tense refers to the past time. BiBenrad and Leech (2002, 152) claim
that the historic present is commonly used in cosateon (example 17). They also point
out that it usually occurs with the verbs of vedisspeaking and directional movement

(come, gd. Moreover, the jokes are often told in this tense

(17) She says, are you all right? She thought that | svels.
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According to Leech (2004, 11-13) the historic prags frequently used in story telling
where the past situation is described as it is éaipg right now. In addition to this he also
states other situation in which it can be used.firseone is when we are talking about the
work of an artist as in (18), taken from Leech @002). Such expression is possible since
we assume the artist stays ‘alive’ through his wétewever, the historic present cannot be
used in the biographical context because it coomdp to artist himself and not to his
work. The other example in which the historic prese preferable are the headlines in
newspapers. Not only they report recent eventsthayt also make news more brief, vivid
and dramatic. For instanc&X-champ di€sis a verbal expression used by Leech to

indicate that the person died.

(18) Like Rubens, Watteau is able to convey an impnessigvarm, living flesh by the
merest whiff of colour.
(19) A month ago he is going to the restaurant and hetsnieer.  — narration

(20) Policeman attacked as he goes to restaurant — news headline
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2 ASPECT
According to Quirk and others (1985, 188) “the teaspect refers to a grammatical

category which reflects the way in which the vectian is regarded or experienced with
respect to time”. Whereas the tense reflects cepaint of time — past, present or future,
aspect consisting of verls/was defines whether the action was completed or not —
perfective or progressive. However, this explamat®not as simple as both aspect verbs
can also be used in conjunction with other ven.such case the above definition cannot
be applied. Nevertheless, the difference betweesetand aspect can be described as the
latter does not reflect the time of utterance. (et al. 1985, 188-189)

The aspect in English can be either perfectivprogressive. As it is mentioned in the
above statement it may clarify whether the acticas wompleted (perfective) or was in
progress (progressive). In order to structure ssehtence in perfective aspect it is
necessary to combine the verb [Have] (dependingumnber and tenssith the main verb
in past participle form, as (1) for regular verlmal g2) for irregular verbs. On the other
hand, the progressive form is created by the VBHj [n conjunction with the-ing form of

the main verb as shown in (3).

(1) | have played tennis.
(2) He has written a letter.
(3) My father is watching TV.

2.1 Tense and Aspect Combinations

Aspect is also closely connected with tense angtbee they can interact with each other.

(Quirk et al. 1985, 189) The following table 1 stwotw what extent is each tense modified

by aspect/s and also how it can be expressed iplesivway. All of these are the examples

of tense and not aspect. Table 1 also clearly detrades 12 variations of tense and aspect
found in English.

The morphological change in these examples i qudible. In regards to difference
between tenses, table 1 shows that the bare iaéng used for the verb in present tense
with inflectional suffix—s being added in third person singular. The pasid¢eontains the
inflectional suffix—edbut only in the case of regular verbs. The irraganes have their

own fixed form. The final example of future tensensists of modal verhvill/shall
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followed by a bare infinitive. The morphology ofpast also depends on tense in which it
is used. The progressive is formed by the Jeeb+ verb in— ing form. The verbbe
requiresthe correct formi¢, are, was, wepdein compliance with the tense, person and
number. The perfective aspect is formed by the Wene + past participle €d. In the
same way the verhave also needs to be changed according to the temssorp and
number fas, have, hgd In case of future sentencesll precedes other verbs under the
circumstances in which the future is not expressedresent progressive or the phrase

going ta

Table 1 Tense and Aspect Combinations

Present Past Future
Simple He watches TV. He watched TV. He will watch TV.
Progressive He iswatchingTV. He wasvatchingTV. !:3 will bewatching
Perfective He haswatchedTV. | He hadvatchedTV. !:3 will havewatched
Progres_sive * | He has been watchingde had been watchingHe will have been
Perfective TV. TV. watching TV.

2.2 Aspect without Tense

Providing that the aspect may be absent in passept and future clauses, it can also work
vice versa. In some clauses only aspect withowweténpossible like for instance in the use
of infinitives. They are applied in subordinateudas with no reference to time or with

some indication of past event. Infinitives can beid#d into the categories which are

shown in table 2. Since there are no aspects initines as well as in simple tenses, this
chapter is going to deal only with the perfect,tomrous and perfect continuous infinitives.

Table 2 Infinitives

Infinitives
simple to work
perfect to have worked
continuous to be working
perfect continuous to have been working

Biber and others (1999, 693) describe that thdsvewhich are followed byo-
infinitives can be divided into several groups ademy to their semantic meaning which

incorporates “speech act verbs (agk, tell, warf, other communication verbs (eghow,
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prove); cognition verbs (e.cassume, consider, expect, fihds in example (4) and many
others. Moreover, Biber and others (1999, 716) alste thatto-infinitives can follow

adjective predicates sucheasy, unlikely, importargndkeenas in example (5).

(4) We expect to work tomorrow

(5) Itis important to lock the door

However, in English grammar we can also find tkeebs which are followed by the
infinitive without to. These are for examplead better, would ratheand modal verbs (e.g.
should, may, mustModal verbs can be followed by perfective inive, but only in case
of epistemic meaning (possibility, probability) amibt the deontic one (obligation,

necessity).

(6) He must have been at home yesterday. His car veas.th

(7) *He must have been at home yesterday becausediedfor the test.

John Eastwood (2005, 134) defines the use of gtenfdinitive as the event “that
happened (or possibly happened) earlier”. Heneewtbman in (8) first won the medal and
then she was pleased. The use of perfect infinitivehis subordinate clause indeed
illustrates the past time, earlier event. He alsmments on the use of continuous infinitive
and claims that it is used in cases in which treneis happening “over a period”. As the
example (9), taken from Eastwood (2005, 134), shthese two infinitives (perfect and

continuous) can be used in one sentence.

(8) The woman was pleased to have won the.race

(9) The man was unsteady on his feet. He appearedvio ltesen drinking.

According to Eastwood (2005, 134) when talkingwdlibe past event, the expressions
such aswould like, would hate, would be nice/awarable us to use the perfect either in
the first or second clause, or in both. Therefdréhe following examples are possible in
English. When compared to each other there is mmgh in their meaning. The use of

aspect depends entirely on speaker’s preference.
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He would like tdhave been at her party on Saturday.

- He wouldhaveliked to be at her party on Saturday.

He wouldhave liked to have been at her party on Saturday

Infinitives are also used in raising structuresoihCrystal (2008, 401) defines as a
shift which “moves a constituent to a higher paositi In case of object-raising the subject
of the subordinate clause is moved to the highsitipa and become the object of the main
clause. In the senten&he claims that Edware a liar the subject of the subordinate
clauseEdward becomes object of the main claus8hke claims Edwartb be a liar In a
subject-raising the subject of the subordinates#duecomes the subject of the main clause
as shown in this exampli:seems that the computisrbroken — The computseems to be
broken In example (10) there is a change in subordirdaeise which becomes the
infinitive without any tense yet with the progressiaspect. The example (11) also shows

the transfer into the infinitive, but still the $ence keeps its passive voice.

(10) This article says that your company is losmgney.
Your company is said to be losingpney.
(11) People say that the diamond ring was stolen

The diamond ring is said to have been stolen

2.3 Perfective Aspect

Comrie (1976, 52) describes the perfective aspscttl@e continuing relevance of a
previous situation”. The present perfect is oft@salibed as expressing past events that
have some form of ‘current relevance.” One wayhiriking of this is to say that this form
describes a present state resulting from a pastt.evEhe past perfect typically describes
events in the past that are prior not only to thenmant of speech, but also to some
reference point that is itself in the past. In &ddi there is also the future perfect tense
which refers to the future situation in relationthe one that precedes it (Comrie 1976, 52-
53).

(5) I have played tennis.
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The present perfect can be odd in combination wékt time-referential adverbials
like Yesterdayn (6). Comrie (1976, 54-55) points out that is bxample (7jive o’clock
does not refer to the event which happened duhagpecific time, instead there are other
possible ‘days’ when it could happen. However, ame cases it is possible to add past

time-referential adverbials as in (8).

(6) *I have seen the film yesterday.
(7) 1 have got up at five o’clock.

(8) I have seen this film, it was just yesterday.

2.3.1 Types of Perfective Aspect

Perfective aspect does not always describe the sdoation. Therefore this category can
be further divided into groups according to the. dd® main categories of perfect aspect
describes Comrie (1976, 56) as “the perfect ofltethe experiential perfect, the perfect of

persistent situation, and the perfect of recent’pas

1. Perfect of present situation- Leech (2004, 36-8d)cates that the ‘stative verbs’
are usually being used in this case which he defiise'state up to the present”. The
time span of this event has a beginning in the @adtcontinues until present. The
meaning of (9) is that | lived there in the past bam living there also now.
(Comrie 1976, 60)

(9) I have lived in Zlin since | was young

2. Perfect of recent past- is used in the situatiohgchvhave happened recently.
Adverbials such asecently, alreadyandyetrepresents this category, however more
specific time cannot be used in this case. Thezejmsterdayn (10) as previously
mentioned in the above chapter cannot be appligtiragers to a particular time.
On the other hand it is possible to create theesestin English like in (11). The
adverbialrecentlyshows that the time of seeing the film was clastné present yet
it is not specified. (Comrie 1976, 60-61)

(10) *1 have seen this film yesterday.

(11) I have seen this film recently.
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3. Perfect of result- refers to the past in which wen¢ happened and is followed by
“some continuing result”. (Comrie 1976, 56-57) Theésult can persist until the
present situation as in the sentehdgve bought a puppy | bought him in past
and now | have a puppy. However, the perfect afltetes not have to have such
obvious result as Leech (2004, 39) shows in thengk&“I've had/ takena shower

('So I'm now clean’)”.

4. Experiential perfect- the meaning here is that $bimg has already happened at
least once. (Comrie 1976, 58) More times can bedadfdit is the case as in (12).
(Leech 2004, 37)

(12) 1 have seen this film ten times.

Comrie (1976, 59) also emphasises the differeet@den the use obéandgo’ with
the perfective aspect. Whéxe instead ofgo is used in perfective sentence, the meaning is
changed. The sentence (13) includgumnebelongs under the category the perfect of result.
The expressioMary is in Europeor is on the way there is a result of previousnéven
the other hand, the sentence (14) consistingeainfalls into the experimental perfect
category. It happened at least once that Mary wdsurope but it does not imply she is

there now.

(13) Mary has gone to Europe.
(14) Mary has been to Europe.

We can also distinguish the past and presentgexfen though they both refer to the
past. Their form is the same and differs only ia time —has/haveor had. We have seen
the film. 1 had known her before she came he@wvever, the meaning of these sentences
is not identical. (Biber et al. 1999, 463) Since tmeaning of the present perfect is
discussed in the above article, we now examin®ihfthe perspective of past perfect. This
form is described by Quirk and others (1985, 196)@ast-in-the-past”. It refers to the
event or situation which occurred before the pregenfect or simple past. An example
would be the sentence (15) in which our friend beftore we came (past) to the restaurant,

thus we could not actually meet.
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(15) When we came to the restaurant our friends hachdlydeft

2.4 Progressive Aspect

Progressive aspect expressestémeporary action or the process which is in progress. The
attention is focused on theluration perceived by the speaker. Therefore the
progressiveness is the issue of the subjectivepiratation of speaker mostly applicable to
the past and future progressive aspect. Biber aher® (1999, 470) describe the
progressive aspect as an indication of progrestucation of some event or state in the
limited time. As it is stated above the aspects bancombined with the tenses. The
following examples show that even if the tensestlagesame (present) the meaning can be

changed by an aspect:

(16) Tony plays the piano really well.
(17) Tony is playing the piano really well

In the sentence (16) the meaning is that Tony mag really well but that is not
something happening at the moment. It is only bifitg The sentence (17) indicates that
we are listening to his playing right now and apasidering it to be good. However, the
sentences can be interpreted differently, if tramefl to the past. The past simple (18)
shows the event as a whole. It describes what bagdnwas completed in the past. The
progressive aspect (19) indicates that playing fdake in the past and lasted for a specific
period of time. (Quirk et al. 1985, 197)

(18) Tony played the piano really well

(19) Tony was playing the piano really well

Quirk and others (185, 198) differentiate thresmednts of progressive meaning and as
they acknowledge “not all of which need be preser given instance”. The elements are
following:

1. The event has DURATION

2. The event has LIMITED duration

3. The eventis NOT NECESSARILY COMPLETE
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The elements with the duration (1, 2) have theamotif temporariness. Due to its presence
the ability of playing in the sentence (17) is ddesed to have a temporary and not a
permanent state. It demonstrates (19) in whichetrent more likely occurs in a given
period of time rather than being continuous.

According to Quirk and others (1985, 198) verls loa spread into three categories on
the basis of three senses — state, event and HAdlate three categories can adopt the
progressive meaning stated above. The event wiasiDRURATION is typical for single i.
eventsand LIMITED duration for ii._statesand iii. habits These situations are also
described in more details below to concretize vidndlhe difference between the sentences
with the progressive aspect and without it. NOTOMSSARILY COMPLETE event is
typical for the dynamic verbs which have the megroh “conclusive”. When comparing
(20) and (21) the main difference is that (20) esprthat the whole letter was written,

whereas in (21) have no indication that the lettas finished.

(20) I wrote a letter yesterday

(21) | was writing a letter yesterday

i. Event progressive
The progressive of event indicates that the everditoation has soméduration. At the
same time it does not mean that the event or Btuéias finished yet mncompleteness
Although the simple present can be used to exptlesspresent event, the present
progressive is preferable in the situations whéee duration can be emphasized. Both
cases can be used as show (22) and (23). The yses&nt simple in (22) indicates that
the situation has a short duration. It correspowdh the commentary or appraisal of
situation and not with a repeated event in whickeca would apply to a habit. The
example (23) shows that the event lasts for somegef time. The event progressive
with in this moments often used to highlight the duration as in (ZQuirk et al. 1985,
199)

(22) He shouts at her.
(23) He is shouting at her.

(24) He is writing a letter in this moment.
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ii. State progressive
As Quirk and others (1985, 198-199) state manyivstaterbs cannot be used in the
progressive form including the vedwnin (25). Still, the progressive can occur with gom
stative verbs. Such cases hold the notioteofporariness rather than permanence as in
(26) and (27). However, this statement is not lytieleal for all stative verbs which can be

in progressive and therefore chapter 3 descrilesetiierbs in more detail.

(25) I own /*am owning a big amount of money.
(26) I live in a small flat— permanent situation

(27) Iam living in a small flat— indicates temporary situation

iii. Habitual progressive

Quirk and others (1985, 199) argue that the habjgrggressive is closely connected with
the habitual meaning. As the name suggests an bappens repeatedly, but in the term of
progressive, in a limited period of time. As (28pws the progressive form indicates that
the situation repeats but only in the specific tigpan. On the other hand, the use of
present simple in (29) indicates that it is a perem habit. Furthermore, they suggest that
by inserting the eventive predicates to the cla{esg. time, position, frequency) the

habitual progressive can also express the durafiement as (30).

(28) The old woman is preparing the dinner while her glaer is ill. —temporal
habit
(29) The old woman prepares the dinnerpermanent habit

(30) Whenever | see her son, he is writing his homework.

2.4.1 Other Functions of Progressive Aspect

In addition, the progressive aspect does not oohwey the duration, limited duration, or
necessarily completed situation. It also serveserotfunctions. In many cases the
progressive aspect is used for expression of ndaref, politeness, agentive activity or

emotive overtone. All these functions are describetiis chapter.

24.1.1 Near Future
The use of progressive aspect and the present tamsalso indicate that an event will

happen in the near future. Leech and Svartvik (2092 concretize that this near future is
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bound with certain plan or arrangement as show81). According to Quirk and others
(1985, 215) the use of present progressive foifuhee is limited to human activities or
events. As their example (32) shows it is not gaesio use present progressive because
the trees are not able to control this situatioowklver, the example (33) is correct. Here

the death is already planned as for instance ia cadeath penalty.

(31) He is going to Europe in a couple of days.
(32) *The trees are loosing their leaves soon.

(33) He is dying next week.

2.4.1.2 Politeness

Another function of progressive is politeness oitesong. Quirk and others (1985, 210)
suggest that the progressive form can also be (teedatively to a present wish or
attitude” as in (34) and (35). The sentences witliba progressive form would be less
tentative and less polite. According to Ute RON2806, 97-98) in some cases the sentence
could sound more aggressive in the absence of ggsige form as in (36), taken from
Romer (2005, 98). The most frequent adverbial wigchsed to make the sentence polite
is just Other relatively common adverbials are also (oonditional) if, whether or
actually. Another feature of this structure is that thend in some casg®u are usually
being used in a subject position. Romer (2005,88) emphasizes that this function of

progressive is used more in spoken than in wriiieglish.

(34) I'm hoping to borrow some money.
(35) I was wondering if you could help me.

(36) 1 was just wondering how you’d be paid.

2.4.1.3 Agentive Activity

The sentences which denote or describe the prbsbatiour belong under the category of
agentive activity. As the following examples indeahe sentence (37) is stative and
signifies the personal qualityfiendliness However, the sentence (38) can be considered
as dynamic because it describes the present bemavidHe is behaving tactfully
(Huddleston and Pullum 2002, 167)

(37) He is friendly / silly / tactful.
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(38) He is being friendly / silly / tactful.

2.4.1.4 Waxing and Waning Situations

According to Huddleston and Pullum (2002, 167) haotategory which slightly changes
the meaning of verbs is waxing or waning situatiBresent simpleesemblein example
(39) indicates the fact about her appearance e.stdhile the sentence (40) expresses the
increasing resemblance to her grandmother. The gheadl) denotes the repeated event.
However, the meaning of the sentence (42) is clthagat conveys the transformation, the
situation that is not constant, but improving (wag). Comrie (1976, 37) describes it as “a
developing process, in which the individual phases essentially different from one
another”. In case of the verlesembleleech (2004, 31) points out that the meaning of

verb in (39) is interpreted as ‘to be like’ wher@ag40) as ‘to become like’.

(39) She resembles her grandmother.
(40) She is resembling his grandmother more and morey g\&ar.
(41) She makes mistakes.

(42) She is making fewer and fewer mistakes.

2.4.1.5 Emotive Overtone of Disapproval

Another case in which the meaning is changed byptiogressive aspect is usually the
emotive overtone of disapproval. Huddleston andufu(2002, 166-167) concretize that it
is not only affected by the progressive aspectidatso amplified by the adjuncts such as
always, forever, constantBndcontinually These adjuncts can be interpreted in two ways
depending on tense in which they are being usedowiing to Huddleston and Pullum
(2002, 166-167) the utteranedwaysin the progressive sentence refers to “constantly”
whereas in non-progressive it refers to “on allastens”. See the example (43 uses my
phonethat can for instance relate to the situation inciwhne left his own phone at home.
On the other hand the use of progressive as irexlaenple (44) draws attention to the

constant occurrence of this situation that is uguedwanted or undesirable.

(43) He always uses my phone.

(44) He is always using my phone.
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3 VERBS AND PROGRESSIVE ASPECT

This chapter deals with the verbs and their abibtgreate progressive aspect. Hence it is
necessary to divide them into the categories irrotd clarify which of verbs can form a
progressive aspect and which not. Huddleston atidr®{2002, 118) subdivide the verbs
into the categories that describe the situationpressed by the clause. Thus, “the
interpretation and use of tense, aspect, and f&eteextent) mood”. They mention for
example occurrences, processes, achievementsitiastiand states. However, the basic
division is states and occurrences which sepataestative verbs and dynamic verbs
respectively.

According to Huddleston and Pullum (2002, 119)jestaand occurrences differ from
each other in that “states exist or obtain, whilecusrences happen, take place”.
Furthermore, they suggest that the occurrencesgoathrough some changes or have
“internal temporal structure” whereas states do have these properties. Another
definition is given by Biber, Conrad and Leech (20860) who describe stative verbs as
“verbs that refer to mental states, attitudes/eomsti perceptions, or other states of
existence” and dynamic verbs (Biber, Conrad, andche2002, 456) as verbs which
“express action or events”. Huddleston and Pull#@0g, 119-120) also name other
linguistic differences which separate states fonouorences. One of them is for example
pseudo-cleft structures which can be easily used wgcurrences but not with states as
shown in (1) and (2), taken from Huddleston andupul2002, 120).

(1) *What she did next was know Germarstate

(2) What she did next was learn Germaroccurrence

Another distinction is thastates usually do not occur in progressive aspefbr
which the dynamic verbs (occurrences) are freelyna&) and (4). Biber, Conrad and
Leech (2002, 163-164) even specify that some vialeedandstarve are predominantly
used in progressive aspect. On the other hand,alseynote that both static and dynamic
verbs can occur naturally in progressive aspect. 3dme applies to verbs which are not
usually used in this aspect. Actually, some dynaasiavell as stative verbs rarely assume
this form. According to their research, the verbs éxampledissolve, arrestandshrug
which “occur less than per cent of the time in the progressive aspectbitesheir

dynamic category.
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(3) *The diary is being purple- state

(4) Mary is playing the pianc- occurrence

However, it would be somewhat incomplete if weegatized the verbs only into two
groups (dynamic and stative). In order to recogttieeconstraint of the progressive aspect
it is necessary, in particular, to divide statie¥bs into more categories according to their
meaning. Although it is generally said that theiggaverbs are usually not being used with
the progressive aspect, such statement may noalize As we observed in chapter 2, in
some cases the meaning of the verb is changed thingit into the progressive. It can
express near the future or imply politeness, ersotivertone of disapproval or agentive
activity.

The following subdivision consists of several grsuncluding stative verbs. These
groups are going to give the evidence of cases hiclwthe progressive form is not
possible, in which it is possible and the casesvinch the meaning of the verbs or
sentences is changed. Due to the fact that sontes vérich are considered as stative can
be used in some context as dynamic, it is necedsasyart with the description of this
category. Then the veraveis described in more detail because it can oatigeveral
different situation. The subsequent division ob&sed on the study of Quirk and others
(1985, 200-206) and deals with the groups of stateish are divided according to the
meaning. Although other studies such as Leech (2@8427) provide the necessary
material consisting of division of verbs not tygifar the progressive aspect, the research
of Quirk and others is somewhat more comprehensités is because they focus on
stative verbs which imply quality, state and staraoel even further subdivide them into

the categories which associated with the meanidgapression.

3.1 Verbs which Change the ‘Verbal Category’

Leech (2004, 25) describes that in special cdsesvérb can be transferred into a
different “verbal category” which allows for theausf progressive form. He (2004, 29)
mentions the verbthink and supposeas an evidence that usually occurs as statesbut i
progressive fornthink may mean rather consideration or contemplatioth@isynonym of
cogitate as opposed tsupposethat holds “temporary assumption”. This categaryers
also other verbs which can be found in Chapteis8¢h as for exampleve andlike. The

interpretation ofove in (5) is ratherenjoy In case obe lovingandbe likingit meansbe
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enjoyingas Downing and Locke (2006, 373) show by exam@)elf these unusual forms

the verb transform into ‘activity verbs’. Under &ucircumstances, according to Swan
(1996, 464-465) the verlhink as well asmeasureand weight reflect non-progressive

form. Thereforeghink can be interpreted as having an opinion, wheresssureandweight

as having some soof scale.

(5) I'mloving every scene of the film.
(6) How are you liking your visit to Disneyland? (= eging) Pat: Oh, I'm just loving

it./ I'm enjoying it. Ben: Frankly, I'm hating it.

According to British National Corpus (BNC) and @os of Contemporary American
English (COCA) the verlmeasureis used quite regularly in progressive aspect,ityest
always an activity generated by people or machiAasin (7) it usually occurs in the
situations when somebody or something is in adtage. For instance, it can measure the
distance, effectiveness, success, purity and stiostative meaning is neither used British
nor in American English (hereinafter only BrE anchB). The verlweighis more complex
as the vast majority of examples in the COCA andCBfdnsist ofbe + weighingdo not
refer to the activity examining the weight butstrather the synonym cbnsideras in (8).

The corpus shows very few examples of weighinim &8) and (10) and thus this form
is quite unusual and not commonly used. The sta&@nmg of weigh (have a weigh) does
not occur in the corpus with an exception of newatesnent that emphasizes the
occurrence as in (11). However, as the talk coesnthe author adds up a new phrase in
present simple “Ferguson, who weighs 305 ...”ebgrsupporting the notion that the

progressive aspect does not happen/occur in thes.ca

(7) This instrument is measuring 4, 000 galaxies atonc
[COCA:2007:MAG:Astronomy]

(8) The army still is weighing punishment for them.
[COCA:2007:SPOK:PSB_Newshour]

(9) She was so busy talking to another woman, who weagwng onions, that she

never noticed what the fellow was doifi§iNC:1989:Fict_prose]

(10) Tomorrow morning you will be measuring and weighyogrself.

[BNC:1990:W_misc]



TBU in Zlin, Faculty of Humanities 30

(11) 1 don’'t know what he’s weighing now, but back thenwas 330.
[COCA:1996:NEWS:Atlanta]

3.2 Verb ‘Have

This chapter is going to deal with the vérovebecause it can be used in several situations
which can imply different meaning. Also, each ofesh ‘have’ categories behave
differently in sentences since they correspond \gidommar. Therefore it is necessary to
define which category of ‘have’ can actually bepirogressive form and which cannot.

Michael Swan (1995, 228-233) distinguishes theofeihg categories: auxiliaryactions

possession, relationship and othdr@ve to The verbhavestands as thauxiliary verb in

the perfective aspect which is described abdivés called auxiliary as it creates the
question or negation as in sentence (12) in whickplaces the auxiliargo. Swan (1995,

229) emphasizes that this category cannot creatggssive form (13).

(12) Have you seen this film? | haven't seen it yet

(13) *I'm not having seen it yet

Another category is described as thetions In this group Swan (1995, 229)
incorporates the expressions which considtadfe +object. The meaning of these words
usually applies to some action or experience. ®pessions which belong here are for
instancehave a drink, have a good time, have a b&Wwan describes that these phrases
have the same meaning as eat, drink, enjoy. Morgthvey all incorporate experience and
are dependent on the noun that follows. In ordesréate the question and negation the
insertion of auxiliarydo is necessary for this category as in (14). Thb@utowever does
not specify whether it is possible to create thegpessive form yet, by thorough
investigation of the BNC and COCA | came into coisabn that all these expressions can

have progressive form as shown in (15).

(14) Did you have a great time?
(15) Everyone was having a good tim¢COCA:2006:SPOK:CBS_48Hours]

The next category can be definedpassessionrelationships and other states and can

be replaced byrave got (16). Swan (1995, 230) links this meaning witle gtates of
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“possession, relationships, illnesses, the chaiatits of people and things, and similar
ideas”. Quirk and others (1985, 131) claim thatuke of the longer formhéve go} holds
rather informal construction as it is the altermatform for the stative meaning bave
According to Swan (1995, 231) the use of progres&vm is not applicable in this ‘state’
category, therefore the sentence (17) is not baiegpted in such use. After ma research of
corpora, | must admit that this expression is meitbeing used in BrE nor in AmE

regardless of how well it may sound.

(16) Do you have any sibling@ Have you got any sibling?

(17) *I'm having a headache.

The last category is the phrasave to. Quirk and others (1985, 145) argue that the
meaning ofhave tois similar tomust It even replacemustin the past tense since this
modal cannot create the deontic meaning (obligatioty). In this case the vehavecan
stand as the main verb as well as the auxiliarywéd@r, Quirk and others (1985, 145)
point out thathave as the main verb is being used in both AmE and, Briereas the
auxiliary can only be seen in BrE. This is becaokés somewhat old-fashioned form
predominantly found in BrE. Swan (1995, 233) furtlseiggests that the form can be
extended tohave got towhich mainly occurs with the auxiliary form as ([(©8). This
category can be also used in progressive form ecarding to Swan (1995, 233) it implies
the “temporary continued obligation” as in examfil®). According to the COCA and
BNC, this form is used quite frequently and as sinaw(20) and (21), the obligation last
for some period of time. Therefore, the progresdoren of have tomay expresses the

limited duration.

(18) Why have you (got) to go home?
(19) She’s having to write an essay at the moment.
(20) Deans, Head of Schools, Heads of Departments amadpdo think about the
opportunities and problems... [BNC:1990:W_misc]
(21) At a time when ordinary people are having to maelldecisions ...
[COCA:2009:SPOK:CNN_Cooper]
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3.3 Qualities and States

Qualities and states belong to the category divstaerbs and usually are expressed
by the verbde andhave On the basis of the previous explanation qualitied states with
havewould belong to the category of possession, aahips and other states that implies
stative meaning. According to Quirk and others ,9800) qualities are characteristics
which belong to the subject which we refer to, #mely are relatively permanent. Another
type - state is less permanent. When we look aextaenples (22) and (23) which refer to
the quality they do not occur with the progressonen. However, when the verbs are used
as states as well as in (24) and (25), the progee$ésrm is possible, but the meaning of
the sentence is changed. In the example (24) theept simple form indicates the
personality but the progressive form expressegpthasent behaviour. The meaning of the
progressive form of (25) is rather deliberate stéte could say thatohnis pretending the
illness. (Quirk et al. 1985, 200) Leech and Svar{2002, 77) specify that the vebe can
occur in progressive aspect when it is followedtly noun or adjective which refer to
some personal behaviour or “to the role a pers@uapting” — for instancele is being a

hero.

(22) John is / *is being Australian - Quality
(23) John has /* is having brown eyes Quality
(24) John is / is being awkward - State
(25) John has / is having a cold. - State

The Quirk and others’ statement that qualitiesicabe expressed by progressive form
is also confirmed by the COCA and BNC because tiere such use. However, even
though Quirk and others claim that it is possildecteate sentence (24) and (25) | have
found that these forms are used neither in Britishin American English. Here as we can
notice is the clash between the grammatical rutesareal use of English expressions.
However, the utterandeeing kindappears a few times in both BrE and AmE therefore i

may depend on the popularity of the phrase.

3.4 Other States of Having' and ‘Being’
In this category Leech (2004, 27) includes the sexlich avelong to, consist of, contain,

depend, matter, own, resemiglie. All these verbs include the notion of ‘*haviag‘being’
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in their meaning. He also states that these veshsbe paraphrased by the vehaseor

be depend = is dependent on, resemble = is like, mattes important, holds = has a
capacity of, belong = is a member. dff is necessary to emphasize that the verb ‘have’
which we are examining at the moment belongs ta#tegory of possession, relationships
and other states. These verbs are also characebyethe incompatibility with the
progressive form. However, Quirk and others (198%5) point out that the progressive
form of these verbs can be found in English anukisg referred to as ‘process’ verbs, eg:

“How much was the tank containing when you lastdotgal i®”

(26) I own/ *am owning this land.

(27) A sentence consists of / *is consisting of thes#au

According to general English grammar rules it @& possible to write a sentence
which includes the verlown in progressive form. Based on the search of carpory
findings support such statement but only to a ceratent. | was not able to find any
examples of the verb own in progressive form in ,Br&wever in AmE it is possible. As
the evidence would be the examples (28). The sapkea for the fornbe consisting of
for which | was able to find few references in Arfriot in BrE). One of the very few cases

is the example (29), but this form is not frequeinall.

(28) You will be owning this place; are you fully awaoé the consequences?
[COCA:2004:SPOK:PBS_Newshour]

(29) In the G2 patients, the analgesic protocol was wiimg) of 25mg intravenous
pethidine every six hourfCOCA:2007:ACAD:ThoraicCardio]

The rules concerning other verbs in this categog/ not as straightforward. Some
verbs in this form appear in corpus frequentlytdeast a few timesofvn- AmE, contain-
AmE, depend both) but some does not use this form neitheknrE nor in BrE (natter,
consist— not used in BrE at all). Some of these verbsqaite frequently presented in the
corpora or at least several timesva- AmE, contain- AmE, depend both), but the other
are absent in both AmE and Bridtter, consist not used in BrE at all). To summarize
my findings, | suggest that despite the rare apea of the mentioned verbs, their

progressive form is more common in AmE than isi&.B
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3.5 ‘Private’ States

According to Quirk and others (1985, 202-203) pevstate is expressed by many stative
verbs. As the name suggests they can be examingduljectively as in case of attitude,

hurt, perception and volition. For this reason tdestinguish the intellectual states, states
of emotion or attitude, states of perception armtest of bodily sensation which are

described in more detail below.

3.5.1 States of Emotion or Attitude and Intellectual Staes

This category covers wide range of verbs suclagise, believe, fear, hope, know, like,
realize, regret, suppose, think, understand, wéstd many more. Leech (2004, 26)
describes them as the ‘inert’ verbs, as well asvidres of perception, which means that
they do not evince any effort or intention. Becatlssy refer to the mental state, in present
simple tense they are usually classified as ‘satitiowever, each of these verbs can

appear in the progressive form.

(30) I'm regretting | went there.
(31) He came just when | was thinking.
(32) He is forgetting that he promised to do it.

(33) I was wondering if you could do it.

The sentences above represent few examples imwimcuse of progressive form is
possible. The example (30) represents the categioigh implies the limited duration, the
situation does not last long and the present momesphasised. The situation in (31) is
described by Huddleston and Pullum (2002, 170)the progressive yields an activity
reading”. In such case the vdtbnk is interpreted asogitate(change of verbal category).
They also describe that the sentence (32) apphes feéature of duration with the
progressive and it “enable us to focus on whabiagyon”. The last in this set (33) express
the element of tentativeness.

However, Huddleston and Pullum (2002, 170) emeasiat the verknowcan form
progressive only in case of waning and waxing sitna(He is knowing more and more
about our culturg This verb is further analyzed by Leech (2004). 2& recognizes the
fact that the non-progressikaowis usually followed by the verb in the progresdioen

as in the sentencghe absolutely doesn’'t know what she is doigen if the time-spans
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are the same and we would expect the progressimeifoboth clauses, the use of the form
*knowing is not possible in this case. Therefore, in tlategory it depends on the each
verb if it can have progressive form and if theramy change in meaning.

| have checked the corpora for preferences reggutie phrasee + regrettingin BrE
and AmE for. In both cases the message is the sasoenebody is regretting something
what was, is or will be done. When comparing tregsbwvith the other examples such as
think, forgetandwonder regret occurs in progressive form not so frequently. hiE B is
used mostly in prose (34), a few examples can bedan newspapers but it is not used in
spoken language. On the other hand, in AmE thiagghcan be found in the fiction, news
and even in spoken language. The example (35)ralies the use in the news which is

concerning the voting. However, the most uses edaiobnd in the fiction as in (36).

(34) Already he was regretting it, but it was too latawn..[BNC:1987:W _fict_prose]

(35) How many people who cast their votes too earlyrageetting it now...
[COCA:2008:NEWS:Denver]

(36) They might be regretting that decision now. [COCA:2008:FIC:Analog]

When using the verbthink, forgetand wonderin progressive aspect it is apparent
from my corpora finding that these verbs occurneager number in AmE. For examitle
+ forgetting appears in BrE mainly in fictive prose and someS8mn newspaper or
conversation whereas in AmE it is widely used driths about three times more examples
than BrE. In case dbe + wonderingthe number is eight times greater. In summary, in

AmE is progressive aspect with these verbs moramamthan in BrE.

3.5.2 States of Perception

The verbs such asee, hear, feel, smell, tadtelong to this group. However, Quirk and
others (1985, 203) expand this category by inclydime appearance verlppear and
seem Due to the fact that no other author covers W \erbs in this category, nor does
mention any rules considering progressive formd tminvestigate the COCA and BNC
for the verbappear In both BrE and AmE many progressive forms efvlrbappearcan
be found yet with no meaning of appearance. Thieaygxample would be (37) in which
appearcan be interpreted as to emerge or show up rétherto look like In BrE | have

found only one case including appearance meaningwh (38). Similarly, in AmE only
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few examples considering the appearance are fosind(89). Based on the information in
this sentence, we can assume that the appearshould not be interpreted in the sense of

having the appearance of being.

(37) The craters are appearing in areas all over the ior
[COCA:2007:FIC:Scholastic]
(38) Tammuz had the feeling he must be appearing likgedatory beast at that
moment, ... [BNC:1991:W _fict_prose]
(39) My dear, you are appearing as devilishly delectasealways.

[COCA:2012:FIC:Bk:MyLordVampire]

Because the verbsee, hear, feel, smell, tastan be used in quite different ways,
Huddleston and Pullum (2002, 169) further subdivides category into the verbs of
production, experience and acquisition. The follogviable 3 shows the use of these verbs
in each category and also the change of the vdrhearing and sight. In addition, Quirk
and others (1985, 203) separate this group intee¢hes with dynamic and stative meaning

and then further into Percept at S, Perceiver ab8agentive and agentive.

Table 3 Verbs of Perception |

PRODUCTION EXPERIENCE ACQUISITION
It lookedsquare. | could sek. | lookedat it

It soundedshrrill. | could hearit. | listenedto it.

It felt hard. | could feelt. | feltit.

It smelthorrible. | could smelit. | smeltit.

It tastedsweet. | could tastie. | tastedit.

Source: (Huddleston and Pullum 2002, 169)

Huddleston and Pullum (2002, 169) describe thst Gategory as a “production of the
sensation by the stimulus for the experience” ahiénexample (40) or as the examples in
the table above. In these situations the verbs Btateve character and normally do not
occur in progressive form. The exceptions are tlaimg or waning situationslt(is
smelling worse and worse every fland temporary state of the vetbsk (She is looking

gread andsound(lt is sounding great The category that Quirk and others (1985, 203-
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204) name Percept at S corresponds with this tipethis case “percept (or ‘thing
perceived’) is in subject position” as shown in #eamples in table 3 or in (41) where
computeris in the subject position. After the closer lobkan be said that in this category

the verbs are copula (linking) verbs because theyalowed by a subject complement.

(40) The fruit tasted sweet.

(41) The computer looks broken.

The category of experience is recognized as theepgon of the experiencer. This
rather state category is usually used with the meeldo can In this case it is obvious that
the progressive form is not possible at all. Howeue the absence of modal verb these
verbs of perception are located somewhere betweestative and dynamic interpretation.
Huddleston and Pullum (2002, 169) show the follayvih examples to demonstrate the
differences between stative and dynamic use olvéib. The forms in (42) and (43) are
clearly distinguished as dynamic and stative. Batéxample (44) is more “state-like” and
differs slightly from the last example (45). Quidad others (1985, 203-204) call this

category Perceiver at S because the perceivewayslplaced in subject position.

(42) | heard a plane pass overhead. - dynamic
(43) I could hear planes passing overhead. - stative
(44) | heard the tap dripping. - state-like
(45) | could hear the tap dripping. - stative

Huddleston and Pullum (2002, 169) point out thatpresent simple form usually
sounds “more dramatic, suggesting a quasi-dynamergretation” as the example (46).
The use of the progressive form is possible anallystefers to the sense organs quality
(47) or to the hallucinatory (48).

(46) | hear something horrible
(47) My grandmother is not hearing very well now

(48) He is seeing strange things
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According to the COCA and BNC this form se#eing thingghallucinatory) appears in
both BrE and AmE. Nevertheless, in BrE this formmost cases appears in fictive prose
such the example (49%imilarly in AmE it is frequent phrase which isedsmostly in
fiction as in (50) but it also appears in spokargleage as the example in which the crime
was committed and the accused person wants toerdifigt testimony by saying (51).
However, in BrE and AmE a few non-hallucinatory mdes of seeing things can be also

found as in (52) but not in such extent as theubalhtory uses.

(49) ...but sometimes Anna would stand and stare, as ifwsd®e seeing things that
others couldn't see. [BNC:1990:W _fict_prose]

(50) ... telling himself he was a goddamned idiot, a fredlo was seeing things that
didn't exist. [COCA:2010:FIC:Bk:Malice]

(51) The neighbor must have been seeing thifg®CA:2008:SPOK:NBC_Dateline]

(52) Like already, we 're seeing things like Instagramattare mobile-only, or apps
like Foursquare ... [COCA:2011:SPOK:NPR_TalkNation]

The last category - acquisition is an intentica@ion which is done by the experiencer
to get the particular sensation. In this point mw these verbs are freely used with the
progressive aspect. Huddleston and Pullum (2002) fp&sents the exampl€arry on —
I’'m listening” and also suggest that th€drry on, I listen” would not be used. Quirk and
others (1985, 203-204) describe this category astag. For the better understanding of
the Quirk and others’ subdivision see the followtagle 4. Here they also emphasize the
reason, why the verbseeandhear do not occur in progressive aspect while the rést o
these verbs do. It is due to the fact thkaeandhear can be replaced by the dynamic,
agentivelook (at)andlisten (to).The rest do not have such a substitution and fibreréhey
can create progressive form though they act maee diatives. The following examples

answer the questioiVhat are you doing@uirk et al. 1985, 204)

(53) | *am seeing / am looking at my son’s paintings.
(54) | *am hearing / am listening to my favourite band.
(55) I'm smelling the lily.

(56) I'm tasting the new sauce.
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Table 4 Verbs of Perception Il

STATIVE DYNAMIC
Perceptat S Perceiver at S Nonagentive Agentive
look can/could see see look (at)
sound can/could hear hear listen (to
feel can/could feel feel feel
smell can/could smell smell smell
taste can/could taste taste taste

Source: (Quirk et al. 1985, 205)

3.5.3 States of Bodily Sensation

According to Quirk and others (1985, 203) the vabache, hurt, itch, feel sick/wednd
tickle belong under this category. If refering to the tenapy state the use of progressive or
non-progressive form is more or less free, bectus® is no apparent change in meaning
and as in (57) and (58). Therefore, both forms @ossible and the selection depends

mainly on the speaker.

(57) I felt / was feeling sick.
(58) My arm hurts / is hurting

However, after comparing it with the COCA and BNds evident that the non-
progressive form is used more commonly. In caséeelf well/sickthe progressive form
occurs but not to such extent. In BrE for instafes@ wellin progressive form occurs only
in 9 examples whereas in non-progressive form iex&nples. It is similar with the use of
feel good The non-progressive form is preferred in both Armid BrE. But when
comparing the use déel goodandfeel wellthe first one predominate in both languages.
Also the other verbs such hart or acheare usually accompanied by the non-progressive
from. The sentences expressing headache with tiehuet or ache