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ABSTRAKT 

Předmětem této bakalářské práce je zdůraznit důležitost anexe Kalifornie Spojený-

mi státy americkými. Připojením Kalifornie došlo k ucelení USA a propojení východního 

pobřeží se západním, což ze Spojených států učinilo světovou velmoc. Krátce po podepsá-

ní smlouvy v Guadalupe Hidalgo vypukla v Kalifornii zlatá horečka, která zapříčinila ná-

sledný příliv imigrace právě do Kalifornie. S přesunem obyvatelstva je spojena jak výstav-

ba transkontinentální železnice a naplnění Manifestu Destiny, tak přeměna krajiny, obyva-

telstva, způsobu vlády i ekonomiky západu. Bez připojení Kalifornie, by pravděpodobně 

státy Unie nevyhrály občanskou válku a historie Ameriky by nabrala zcela jiný směr.  

 

Klíčová slova: anexe, Kalifornie, Texas, Manifest Destiny, mexicko-americká válka, Me-

xiko, smlouva z Guadalupe Hidalgo, prezident Polk, hranice, spor, zlatá horečka, transkon-

tinentální železnice, Bear Flag Revolt, občanská válka

 

ABSTRACT 

This bachelor´s thesis demonstrates the importance of the annexation of California 

by the United States. The accession of California by the United States helped unify the 

continent, which transformed the nation into a global power. Shortly after signing the Trea-

ty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, gold was discovered and the Gold Rush began, prompting a great 

migration into California. The Gold Rush led to the construction of the transcontinental 

railroad, fulfillment of Manifest Destiny but also major changes in the landscape, popula-

tion, administration and also the economy of the West.  

 

Keywords: annexation, California, Texas, Manifest Destiny, Mexican-American War, 

Mexico, Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, President James K. Polk, borders, conflict, Gold 

Rush, transcontinental railroad, Bear Flag Revolt, Civil War 
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INTRODUCTION 

 The U.S. occupation of California, located along the western coast of North Ameri-

ca, was an important step in American history. Due to the political interest over this territo-

ry, the American government did almost everything in its power to annex California from 

Mexico. In 1850, California joined the United States.  

Already in 1846, military revolts started to occur, such as the Bear Flag Revolt, and 

California came partly under the control of American settlers. Their demands on the land 

were supported by the American military and led to the signing of the Treaty of Guadalupe 

Hidalgo on February 2, 1848. This treaty established new rules and transferred most of the 

power over California to the American government, but the declaration of ownership was 

not final until on September 9, 1850, when California entered the Union.  

There were many arguments for the Americanization of California, primarily based 

on its location and natural resources. Annexing California would be advantageous for trade 

and would help to fulfill Manifest Destiny. In 1848, gold was found in California. The in-

terest over this territory multiplied and the California Gold Rush began. The resulting im-

migration brought along civilization, technological development and the permanent settle-

ment of the West. The necessity of a transportation network enabled the construction of the 

transcontinental railroad across North America. Also, political and economic changes fol-

lowed. California entered the Union not as an American territory, but as a state, due to its 

wealth. Owing to California´s gold, the Union had a great advantage during the Civil War. 
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1 THE MEXICAN-AMERICAN WAR (1846-1848) 

 The Mexican-American War was an American land grab that netted the United States 

roughly a half million square miles.1 This war was initiated by President James K. Polk 

over a border dispute, but his main purpose was to gain California for its natural re-

sources.2 With this accomplishment, the United States had taken a major step in fulfilling 

manifest destiny and becoming a global superpower.3 

1.1 Pre Mexican-American War conflicts  

1.1.1 Causes of Wars against Mexico 

Early in the nineteenth century, Texas belonged to Spain and later Mexico. The 

Spanish were banished from this territory in several waves.4 Texas, situated in the northern 

part of Mexico, was a subject of interest of American merchants but also farmers growing 

cotton. They were attracted by the fertile soils of Texas.5 

In 1844, James K. Polk was elected president on an expansionist platform. He 

called for the annexation of the Texas, Mexican California and Oregon, so that America 

might extend to the Pacific Ocean. In early 1845, Congress decreed the annexation of Tex-

as by the United States. Mexico responded by ceasing diplomatic relations.6  

1.1.2 Austin’s Colony 

Stephen Austin lived in Texas prior to the proclamation of the war. He is consid-

ered the “Father of Texas” because of what he and his father Moses were able to accom-

plish. Moses Austin negotiated a concession to run a business in the northern part of Texas. 

After his death, in 1821 the business shifted to his son Austin, who decided to establish a 

colony between the rivers Brazos and Colorado where the lands were bountiful. He negoti-

ated the land ownership and with it the permission for three hundred families to join his 

                                                 

 

1James Polk, “President Polk Calls on Congress to Declare War on Mexico” (1846), 

http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/disp_textbook.cfm?smtID=3&psid=1140 (Accessed December 12, 2014). 
2Paul Johnson, Dějiny Amerického národa (Voznice: LEDA, 2014), 296-307. 
3Josef Opatrný, Stát osamělé hvězdy a mexicko-americká válka (Praha: Libri, 2002), 22-58. 
4Johnson, Dějiny Amerického národa, 296-307. 
5Opatrný, Stát osamělé hvězdy a mexicko-americká válka, 22-58. 
6Drew VandeCreek, “Origins,” http://lincoln-live.lib.niu.edu/mexicanamerican/origins (Accessed 

March 23, 2015). 

http://lincoln-live.lib.niu.edu/mexicanamerican/origins
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colony. Austin with his authority established a center of administration which was sup-

posed to be under the supervision of Mexican law. The colonists recognized mostly Amer-

ican law and disobeyed Mexican statutes. For instance, they refused to accept the Catholic 

faith, which was a condition under which the settlers could stay, and thereby openly diso-

beyed the Mexican government. More than the allowed number of people settled in Aus-

tin´s colony. In February 1825, Austin applied for permission to broaden his colony for 

more people. During this year, the number of its citizens increased to 2,021. By 1831, it 

held twice as many people. Earlier, in 1825, the Mexican government became concerned 

about the number of American traders on its northern border and on the Santa Fe Trail.7 

1.1.3 The Santa Fe Trail 

In 1822, the expedition of William Becknell marked out the Santa Fe Trail. This 

pathway was related to settlement in the north. The merchants were heading towards the 

city of Santa Fe, which then became a place of international trade. Goods from Missouri 

and other parts of America were sold here at favourable prices. The Santa Fe Trail turned 

out to be advantageous for traders, and so in 1830 it earned official status as a trade trail.8 

1.1.4 Proclamation of 1830  

In 1830, the Mexican government decided to prohibit immigration to Texas. One of 

the reasons was that a great many Americans were coming there to settle and trade. With 

this proclamation, Mexicans also implemented taxes, built military forts and relocated 

military troops to the border. Such actions soon led to armed conflict. Not only reluctance 

to allow foreign settlers to stay resulted in war. Money was also a catalyst for conflict. 

Mexico was often borrowing money from the United States but not paying it back.9  

1.1.5 Annexation of Texas from Mexico 

Even before the rebellion in Texas, the American government and President Thom-

as Jefferson had some ideas about the borders. Jefferson wanted the border at the Rio 

Grande River, not at the Colorado River as the Mexicans demanded.10 

                                                 

 

7Ibid., 
8Opatrný, Mexiko (Praha: Libri, 2003), 97. 
9Johnson, Dějiny Amerického národa, 296-307. 
10Ibid., 
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In the 1820s, the Mexican government warmly welcomed American settlers into the 

Texas territory, but settlers soon disobeyed Mexican rules, and it was clear that the conflict 

would result in war.11 In 1830, almost three-quarters of the 30,000 population of Texas 

consisted of American immigrants, making annexation almost inevitable. Settlers’ de-

mands towards the Mexican government to have some rights were rejected, prompting the 

settlers to establish the Republic of Texas in 1835.12 

Their resistance against the Mexican government was harshly punished by General 

Antonio Lopez de Santa-Anna. But on April 21, 1836, Santa-Anna was attacked and de-

feated in the Battle of San Jacinto, Texas.13 He was forced to sign and validate the inde-

pendence of the Republic of Texas.14 However, his signature was not endorsed by the 

Mexican Congress or by the Mexican president, José Justo Corro. In the Treaty of Velasco 

a new borderline was established, dividing Texas from Mexico. The boundary line became 

the Rio Grande River.15 For another ten years, Texas was independent.16 President Polk 

tried to negotiate the purchase of the northern territories of Mexico, but his proposal was 

refused. In 1846, Polk sent U.S. troops to the Rio Grande River. These troops were under 

the command of Gen. Zachary Taylor. Mexican officials considered this a threatening ges-

ture. They believed that the border between the United States and Mexico was hundreds of 

miles to the north of the Rio Grande River. Soon, Mexican troops appeared by the Rio 

Grande River and engaged the American troops in armed conflict. President Polk distorted 

the situation and portrayed it to Congress as an unprovoked invasion of American territory. 

Owing to casualties, the U.S. Congress supported Polk´s declaration of war against Mexi-

co.17 On December 29, 1845, Texas entered the United States as a slave state.18  

                                                 

 

11VandeCreek, “Origins.” 
12Ibid., 
13United States, National Park Service, “Mexican-American War and The Treaty of Guadalupe Hi-

dalgo,” http://www.nps.gov/cham/learn/historyculture/mexican-american-war.htm (Accessed March 29, 

2015). 
14VandeCreek, “Origins.” 
15United States, National Park Service, “Mexican-American War and The Treaty of Guadalupe Hi-

dalgo.” 
16VandeCreek, “Origins.” 
17VandeCreek, “Origins.” 
18Andrew Glass, “Texas Enters the Union on Dec. 29, 1845,” 

http://www.politico.com/news/stories/1207/7559.html, (Accessed December 6, 2014). 

http://www.politico.com/news/stories/1207/7559.html
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Both Texas and California were constituents of Mexico.19 Completing the Texas 

annexation established precedence for the acquisition of California. Due to weak Mexican 

officials in North California, the government could not effectively establish order there.20 

Therefore, when the United States Army declared Texas to be in their ownership, they pro-

voked the settlers in California who were almost in the same position to revolt against their 

government as Texans had done.21   

1.1.6 California Land Ownership  

American settlement of the eastern seaboard occurred through the very first colonial 

waves. Europeans settled along the east coast, which soon became overcrowded. The main 

colonization of the West happened mostly during the middle of the nineteenth century and 

brought along more than one conflict. The influx of immigrants influenced the continent´s 

development, character,22 agriculture and trade. During the 1830s, self-supporting agricul-

ture changed to private ranching. It is paradoxical, that during Mexican efforts to liberate 

themselves from colonial Spanish rule, more and more American traders started to move 

west and settle in Mexico. The settlers did not settle in the Mexican settlements which 

were under the Mexican law, but established their own settlements in the Sacramento Val-

ley where they followed American laws.23 With the coming waves of immigration, the 

landscape changed, the population grew, and conflicts between Native Americans and 

newcomers started to occur.24 

At the beginning of the nineteenth century, American settlers started with the ex-

ploration of the western territories. The first to really explore the land and bring back high-

ly-valued topographic information were Meriwether Lewis and William Clark under the 

command of President Thomas Jefferson. Their exploration of the Louisiana Territory was 

overseen by the president himself. The United States was not in fact the only nation inter-

ested in claiming western territory, therefore the explorers had to move quickly and bring 

back precise information. Lewis and Clark brought back detailed maps of the area and also 

                                                 

 

19Johnson, Dějiny Amerického národa, 296-307.  
20Jack K. Bauer, The Mexican War 1846-1848 (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1992), 12.  
21Johnson, Dějiny Amerického národa, 296-307. 
22Frederick J. Turner, The Colonization of the West, 1820-1830 (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 

1906), 303-327.  
23James N. Gregory, “The Shaping of California History,” 

http://faculty.washington.edu/gregoryj/California%20History.htm (Accessed May 5, 2015).  
24Frederick J. Turner, The Colonization of the West, 1820-1830, 303-327. 

http://faculty.washington.edu/gregoryj/California%20History.htm


TBU in Zlín, Faculty of Humanities  13 

 

enormous amounts of information. Their delineation of the new territory convinced people 

to start moving to western parts of North America, which were portrayed as a promised 

land.25 Some settled in Texas and California.26 

In California, they settled in the Sonoma-Napa area, or north of Sutter’s Fort. Dur-

ing their settling, California was still Mexican, complicating legal title. Only a few Ameri-

can settlers in Mexican territory, for instance Stephen Austin in Texas, received permission 

to the land. This uncompromising approach by the Mexican government put American 

settlers in a complicated situation. They had mostly no right to the lands on which they 

were living; therefore the government had every right to cancel their more or less perma-

nent residence.27 

In April 1846, Mexican governor Jose Castro stated that every foreigner even with 

legal title would be forced to leave when Mexico’s government commands. Shortly after 

this proclamation, the rumours about the upcoming expulsion were widespread. Fear of 

expulsion forced the settlers to fight for their lives and lands. Some of them had recourse to 

United States Army officer and explorer John C. Fremont.28 He appeared at Sutter´s Ford 

in spring 1846. He encouraged them to fight. Arming of the settlers caused pre-war dis-

cords. It is unknown whether or not encouragement came from the American government. 

Fremont was supposedly in this area to explore the land, but he decided to abandon his 

main objective and help the settlers to prepare for war.29  

1.2 Bear Flag Revolt 

Early in June 1846 began the preparation for the planned deportation of non-natives 

from the country. Mexican General Mariano Vallejo, the commandant of the northern fron-

tier based in Sonoma, was an ally of Governor Jose Castro. He offered Castro almost two 

hundred horses to help him banish the immigrants from the country. Fortunately for the 

settlers, they happened to acquire this information and they decided to make a surprise 

attack on Sonoma. Along with the attack on Sonoma, they mobilized and created armed 

                                                 

 

25Opatrný, Stát osamělé hvězdy a mexicko-americká válka, 236-290. 
26Johnson, Dějiny Amerického národa, 296-300. 
27United States, “National Park Service, "Bear Flag Revolt, June 1846,” 

http://www.nps.gov/goga/historyculture/bear-flag-revolt.htm (Accessed February 12, 2015). 
28Ibid., 
29History.com, “California´s Bear Flag Revolt Begins,” http://www.history.com/this-day-in-

history/californias-bear-flag-revolt-begins (Accessed January 7, 2015). 

http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/californias-bear-flag-revolt-begins
http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/californias-bear-flag-revolt-begins
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forces. Under the leadership of Ezekiel Merritt and William Ide, twenty men conquered 

Sonoma and imprisoned Gen. Vallejo. The rebels strived to keep the settlers safe and under 

their protection.30 Prisoners were then transferred to Sutter’s Fort, which was under the 

command of Capt. John Augustus Sutter, a supporter of American actions in the Mexican 

territory.31 

In Sonoma, California, in 1846, a revolutionary flag was raised for the first time. 

This flag was designed to replace the Mexican one.32 On the cotton sheet was portrayed a 

grizzly bear as a symbol of strength and a lone star.33 Because of this flag, the revolt came 

to be called the Bear Flag Revolt, and the revolutionaries were known as a bears.34 

Gov. Castro immediately threatened to attack Sonoma. Although Freemont initially 

did not want to intervene into these conflicts, he decided to endorse the resistance and head 

to Sonoma to support it.35  

On July 1, 1846, Fremont occupied San Francisco.36 With his military skills, his 

troops soon achieved control north of San Francisco Bay.37 Here Commodore John Drake 

Sloat already declared California to be part of the United States by raising the American 

flag over conquered Monterey. Even though the California Republic was declared Ameri-

can more than once, California was not officially a part of the United States until 1850.38  

On January 13, 1847 Fremont received the final surrender of the fighting Mexicans, 

and the Treaty of Cahuenga was signed.39 This treaty was a predecessor to the Treaty of 

Guadalupe Hidalgo. It was not a formal treaty but more likely an agreement between the 

opponents’ military forces, which ended the fighting in Alta, California in 1847. Its main 

aim was to free all the prisoners on both sides and confiscate cannons from the Mexicans. 

The Treaty of Cahuenga was written in Spanish and English and signed in Cahuenga, Cali-

                                                 

 

30United States, National Park Service, "Bear Flag Revolt, June 1846.”  
31John Bidwell, “Frémont in the Conquest of California,” 

http://www.sfmuseum.org/hist6/fremont.html (Accessed January 7, 2015). 
32United States, National Park Service, "Bear Flag Revolt, June 1846.” 
33Bidwell, “Frémont in the Conquest of California.”  
34United States, National Park Service, "Bear Flag Revolt, June 1846.” 
35Ibid., 
36Bidwell, “Frémont in the Conquest of California.” 
37United States, National Park Service, "Bear Flag Revolt, June 1846.” 
38Bidwell, “Frémont in the Conquest of California.”  
39Picture This: California Perspectives on American History, “Early California: Pre-1769-1840s: 

Manifest Destiny,” http://www.museumca.org/picturethis/timeline/early-california-pre-1769-1840s/manifest-

destiny/info (Accessed March 28, 2015). 

http://www.sfmuseum.org/hist6/fremont.html
http://www.museumca.org/picturethis/timeline/early-california-pre-1769-1840s/manifest-destiny/info
http://www.museumca.org/picturethis/timeline/early-california-pre-1769-1840s/manifest-destiny/info
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fornia, on January 13, 1847. This treaty ended the fighting of the Mexican-American 

War.40  

1.3 The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo 

Since Commodore Sloat’s actions in California were accompanied by fierce battles 

with Indians and Mexican peasants, there had to be a signed official statement to appease 

the situation. In January 1847, American soldiers defeated Mexican rioters in the Battle of 

Mesa near Los Angeles. Afterwards, Mexico´s capital, Mexico City, also fell.41   

In September 1847, the Mexican government admitted submission to the government 

of the United States. This declaration started the negotiations about the end of the war.42 

Although the condition of Mexico was apparent, to get the official signature was still hard 

because the Mexican government disappeared during the war.43  

The former government was found in Guadalupe Hidalgo.44 The government of the 

disintegrated Mexico was represented by Don Bernardo Couto, Don Miguel Atristian and 

Don Luis Gonzaga Cuevas of Mexico. State Department clerk Nicolas P. Trist and General 

Winfield Scott represented the United States. Despite President Polk’s recall of Trist and 

his requirement that the Mexican government visit Washington to talk peace, Trist decided 

to disobey the president’s order and make this treaty on his own. He claimed that Washing-

ton cannot be objective about what is happening in California so his decision would be 

more precise. Trist knew that this decision would cost him his position and career.45 

Trist stood firm in the negotiations, which soon yielded a legal act. He negotiated 

that Mexico will yield New Mexico and California to the United States. This was known as 

the Mexican Cession. He also arranged that Mexico renounced any claims to Texas and 

validates the Rio Grande River as the southern boundary with the United States.46 

Mexico negotiated with Trist some compensation for lost territories. Mexico was 

given $15,000,000 from the United States and also was paid for the debts of American 

                                                 

 

40Rodolfo F. Acuňa, “Chapter 7. California Lost: America for Euro Americans,” In Occupied Amer-

ica: A History of Chicanos (New York: Pearson Longman, 2007).  
41Johnson, Dějiny Amerického národa, 296-307. 
42Tom Gray, “Teaching with Documents: The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo,” 

http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/guadalupe-hidalgo/#documents (Accessed January 7, 2015). 
43Johnson, Dějiny Amerického národa, 296-307. 
44Ibid., 
45Gray, “Teaching with Documents: The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo.” 
46Ibid., 

http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/guadalupe-hidalgo/#documents
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citizens. Not only money was given to Mexico. Other terms were the protection of Mexi-

can nationals, their rights and property and the promise of compulsory arbitration in some 

future problems between these two countries.47 

On February 2, 1848, the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo was signed.48 Trist knowing 

he could not confirm this treaty on his own sent a message to President Polk. Polk with the 

help of the Senate decided to certify the negotiation and make the treaty official. Accord-

ing to the terms, the United States troops immediately abandoned the capital of Mexico, 

Mexico City.49 

1.4  End of the War  

The Treaty of Guadalupe meant the official end of the Mexican-American War. 

New boundary lines were established that gave the United States a great deal of land.50 

With the acquiring of California, the United States got also an immeasurable amount of 

natural resources and connected the west with the east.51 Only weeks after the annexation 

of California, deposits of gold were found. Unfortunately for the Mexicans, the Treaty of 

Guadalupe was signed, and the gold was located within United States territory.52  

1.5 The Land Law of 1851 

After the signing of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo in 1848, the Mexicans were 

soothed that they will be treated according to Mexican law and not through American law. 

Also their land ownership was promised to be respected, but the discovery of gold brought 

along the demand for land and changed the perspective on land ownership. The Land Law 

Act of 1851 was the final step for adjusting the claims on lands by the American govern-

ment. By 1851, almost 100,000 people had moved to California. They were looking for 

gold and land to settle down. Because the land claims did not belong to Congress’s top 

priority during this period of time, the documents on land claims were frequently subject 

matters of frauds. Very common was the situation when the newcomers built houses on the 

                                                 

 

47Ibid., 
48Johnson, Dějiny Amerického národa, 296-307. 
49Gray, “Teaching with Documents: The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo.”  
50Polk, “President Polk Calls on Congress to Declare War on Mexico” (1846).  
51Johnson, Dějiny Amerického národa, 296-307. 
52United States, National Park Service, “Mexican-American War and The Treaty of Guadalupe Hi-

dalgo.” 
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property of the Mexican owner and wanted to claim this land for themselves. Due to the 

Land Law of 1851, Mexican owners must validate their claims on the land, in front of the 

appointed committee. The Land Claim Commission examined the land ownership docu-

ments, whether they established legal right on the land or not. What often happened was 

that the documents of former owners were destroyed, lost or modified. Due to the new land 

law, many Mexicans lost their properties and American settlers obtained enormous parts of 

California territory.53  

1.6 Fulfilment of Manifest Destiny 

Manifest Destiny is a concept that originated in the 1840s. It represented the attitude 

of American expansion towards the west,54 and entitled this expansion.55 Manifest Destiny 

was firstly used by journalist John L. O´Sullivan, who mentioned it in an 1845 article re-

garding the annexation of Texas. Manifest Destiny encouraged the settlers to move west, 

remove or convert native inhabitants and even to start a war, if necessary.56 By 1846, 

newspapers all across America used this term in connection with God´s will of the explora-

tion and salvation of the uncivilized west and his intention to extend the nation from the 

Pacific Ocean to the Atlantic Ocean.57 The idea was that it is national destiny or a mission 

directed by Anglo-Saxon Americans who should bring liberty, improve the economy, and 

help with the enrichment of the western territory.58 The term was used in propaganda con-

cepts and speeches by those who wanted to annex California, Oregon and later on, Cuba.59 

Manifest Destiny if often depicted as a light, civilization, order and technical development 

coming from the East to the dark uncivilized territories of the United States in the West. 

These symbols are captured in one of the most famous pictures concerning this topic, The 

American Progress by the painter John Gast, from 1872. The picture was widely used by 

                                                 

 

53Paul Gates, The California Land Act of 1851, University of Columbia Press, Vol.. 50, No. 4, 1971. 

395-430. Stable URL: 

http://www.jstor.org/discover/10.2307/25157352?uid=3737856&uid=392470801&uid=2134&uid=2&uid=70

&uid=3&uid=60&sid=21106670977833 (Accessed May 1, 2015). 
54History.com, “Manifest Destiny,” http://www.history.com/topics/manifest-destiny (Accessed 
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politicians for its visual context and persuasive effect. The idea of progress and change are 

represented in the picture by Indians and buffaloes being replaced by white farmers and 

settlers, new railroads, new technologies, etc. The ideas were further used by Frederick 

Jackson Turner in his essay “The Significance of the Frontier in American History,” writ-

ten almost two decades later.60  
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2 GOLD RUSH 

“GOLD MINE FOUND. – In the newly made raceway of the Saw Mill recently erect-

ed by Captain Sutter, on the American Fork, gold has been found in considerable quanti-

ties. One person brought thirty dollars’ worth to New Helvetia, gathered there in a short 

time. California, no doubt, is rich in mineral wealth; great chances here for scientific capi-

talists. Gold has been found in almost every part of the country,” stated the American 

newspaper Californian on March 15, 1848.61 Only two months later, the discovery of gold 

in the territory of California had triggered the craving for gold.62 The Gold Rush lasted for 

seven years. It brought massive migration, instigated the construction of new cities, rail-

roads and also new roads heading towards the west.63  

2.1 Gold Miners 

The first people in the early history of North America who mined for mineral wealth 

were native inhabitants, Indians. Unlike Spanish, Mexicans and Americans, they mined 

primarily turquoise and copper from which they created decorative items. These objects 

were often used during religious ceremonies and had also economic significance. Especial-

ly copper became a means of payment used among Indian tribes.64  

During the colonization by Spain in the early sixteen century, the Spanish conquered 

Mexico and enslaved the Indians. They were looking primarily for gold and silver. Owing 

to their extensive study of Mexico’s terrain, the Spanish introduced three methods of ex-

tracting gold. The easiest method was gathering gold nuggets from the ground. The other 

two methods of mining gold were by the aid of air and water. During the following two 

centuries, Spanish miners became highly skilled in the mining of gold. Those three meth-

ods invented by the Spanish were further used during the nineteenth century, by Mexican 

and American miners.65  
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The next to mine gold in California were Mexicans. They inherited the skills and al-

so their mining deposits of their successful Spanish predecessors. Mexicans developed the 

mining skills and techniques which became significant mainly in the upcoming Gold Rush. 

During the nineteenth century Mexicans were sought out for consultation and advice about 

the mining techniques and technical terms. Their advice was highly appreciated primarily 

by the Americans prospectors looking for gold.66   

The main expansion in mining happened since the beginning of the Gold Rush in 

1848. During this period of time California was partly under the control of the Americans. 

The California Gold Rush began the American expansion towards the West and also start-

ed its development. Most of the gold miners (or Argonauts) moved to California to achieve 

wealth, but there were also other reasons for American settlers to move west. Some of 

them wanted just the wealth, others wished to participate in expeditions exploring the west 

and many others moved to California to start a new life.67  

With the increasing number of American settlers, conflicts with the Indians arose. 

The hostility towards other national groups rose with the increasing number of Americans. 

Indian tribes were put onto reservations, their territories were seized and their herds plun-

dered. But not only Indians were subjects of hatred, also Mexicans, Chileans, French, Afri-

can Americans or Chinese were victims of this anti-foreigner movement full of discrimina-

tion and harassment.68 The non-English speaking communities were targets of violence on 

the grounds of greed by the Americans, mainly due to their success in mining. In 1850 was 

in California passed a law declaring a tax on foreign miners.69 The duty was determined on 

twenty dollars per month. Failure to pay could signify the resistance against the American 

law and could be used as an excuse for banishing the minorities from wealthy mining areas 

of California. In the city of Sonora emerged one of the first defiances against the American 

power. The group consisting of different nationalities was harshly supressed by the white 

American military force. Chinese immigrants were different from other nationalities. They 

openly challenged racism and tried to repeal unfair laws. They arrived to the West after 

1851 and their attitudes were determined by their motives for immigration. They were 

looking for a better place to live, make money and ensure the family’s wealth. Similar to 
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the Chinese, African Americans looked for equality. They came to California mostly in 

1852, lured by the promises of equal rights among the gold miners. As California entered 

the U.S. as a free state in 1850, slavery should have been in decline, but the opposite was 

true. In 1852 a slave law was passed which stated that it is illegal for a slave to escape from 

his master and leave the country. It did not matter whether the African American was born 

free or was enslaved; all of them were under the incessant threat of arrest. Other prohibi-

tions regarding African Americans were the banning of African Americans to testify in 

courts and the prohibition of enrolling their children in public schools.70 The hostility 

against other nationalities began in 1848 when gold was found. The following events 

changed the history of California and its inhabitants.71 

2.2 Discovery of Gold 

On January 24, 1848, same as every day, James W. Marshall checked the draw of the 

saw which he constructed for John A. Sutter on the American River in Coloma, California. 

His discovery was unexpected. He was the first one to find gold.72 This discovery turned 

out to be a crucial event in American history.73 Four days later, he showed his discovery to 

John A. Sutter. Sutter put the gold to the test and found out that it was 22-carat gold. Sutter 

had lots of debts, so he tried to make this discovery private. He bribed his workers, mostly 

Mormons, to be quiet, but the rumours soon spread and the gold rush began. In between 

Coloma and Fort Sutter on one small island in the American River called Mormon Island a 

gold vein was found. Sam Brannan, the leader of California Mormons was aware, that who 

possessed this island was going to be very rich. He immediately rode his horse to San 

Francisco announcing that Mormons were the ones who found gold and claiming posses-

sion of the island and its gold for the Mormons. This moment changed the course of events 

in California.74  
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2.3 Chasing after the Gold 

After July 1, 1848, almost half of the San Francisco houses were empty, their inhabit-

ants having left their homes to chase after gold. By the end of the summer, almost every 

man was by the western shore near the places where the gold was found. Every day, gold 

worth at least of $ 40,000 was panned.75 According to the historian Theodor Henry Hittell, 

the migration of people, which brought along the Gold Rush, was the greatest one since the 

time of the Medieval Crusades.76 

Travelling to the western parts of the United States was still quite painful, therefore 

the information about discovering the gold took some time to spread. Adversaries of Presi-

dent James K. Polk who reproached him for the expensive war with Mexico were for the 

first time silenced. He triumphantly claimed that he was sure from the beginning that Cali-

fornia had these deposits of precious metal. His proclamation got great acclaim. People 

wanting to see the gold for themselves were sailing to California. Companies producing 

hoes, pan bowls and other equipment for panning gold could not manage to satisfy the de-

mand. The newspapers were full of advertisements connected with extraction of gold.77 

The news about the extraction of gold soon reached Europe. 1848 was a year of con-

flicts on the European continent so the news about gold found in California was warmly 

welcomed. Migration waves shook many economies in Europe. For instance, Germany 

warned its leaving citizens that the illusion of getting rich will become only an unfulfilled 

dream. Germany and Scotland experienced depopulation. Testimonies of miners persuaded 

more and more people to leave their houses and lives for the gold hunt.78  

Before the discovery of gold, around five hundred people lived in San Francisco. After 

half a year its population had tripled. The first wave of arrivals lived in harmony. There 

was enough gold for everyone but during the next half year the number of newcomers in-

creased radically to almost 25,000. Their living conditions became dreadful. There was 

shortage of everything but greed. The urge to cooperate soon became the foundation for 
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creating new miner cities, such as Sacramento or Stockton.  The constant aggression in the 

camps often led to a merciless struggle of survival.79 

2.3.1 Gold Deposits 

The first to launch the Gold Rush was Sutter´s Mill in 1848, where James Marshall, 

an employee of Sutter, found gold. News soon spread and thousands of gold miners moved 

to California. The same year gold was found also on Mormon Island, Bidwell´s Bar, We-

ber´s Creek and Murphy´s. This area was so rich, that its founder, John Bidwell could de-

posit $100,000 into his savings account. Weber´s Creek and Murphy´s were also rich. 

Thousands of dollars’ worth of gold was mined every week out of these deposits. Other 

places of gold discovery were in Mariposa, in 1849, Rich Bar, in 1850. These places are 

just some of the most important mines in California. Enormous amounts of gold were 

mined from here. For instance in 1852, $80 million worth of gold was mined in Califor-

nia.80All through the California Gold Rush was between years 1848-1855 mined about 

$300 million of gold.81  

2.4 The Miners’ Ten Commandments 

Early in spring 1849 the first official rule stated that a claim on gold belongs to a per-

son who finds it. Later on, because of the never-ending disputes, new rules were written for 

mining, known as The Miners’ Ten Commandments. Originally, these rules were created 

as a joke but soon became widely spread and obeyed. Some of the commandments were 

about the locations of gold, others about claims on gold, but some of them were irrelevant 

to the topic of mining such as marriage, health or behaviour.82 

This Miners’ Ten Commandments were enacted as federal in 1853. But with the arri-

val of miners of different nationalities, more and more miners started to disobey the com-

mandments, and discrimination started to appear. American citizens had an idea that ac-

cording to the Manifest Destiny, the land belonged to them. This opinion caused bullying, 

battering and even lynching of other nationalities, such as Chinese, Irish, Germans or 
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French. The territory of gold deposits was divided according to the different nationalities. 

The northern part was claimed by Americans and the southern remained for the European 

immigrants and South Americans.83 It was a time of a human diversity and non-equality, 

with which especially immigrants had to deal.84  

2.5 Gold tax 

Due to the increasing number of foreign miners, the Californian government decided 

to implement compulsory payments of twenty dollars. This amount of money should pro-

vide the foreigner with a licence to pan gold. In summer 1850, huge restlessness broke out 

against the charge for a licence. Already in October, French miners seized the San Joaquin 

Valley and refused to pay the fee. After almost causing a civil war between different na-

tional minorities over the claims, the twenty dollar payment was cancelled. In 1852 it was 

reinstated, but the sum of money was lowered to a reasonable three dollars per month.85 

2.6 Changes caused by the Gold Rush 

The transformation of California’s population belonged probably to one of the greatest 

changes connected to the Gold Rush. In 1846 less than 8,000 people of non-native origin 

lived in California. Two years later the number of non-Native American sky-rocketed up to 

92,000. Between the years 1848-1854, more than 300,000 people immigrated to California. 

Due to the increasing number of immigrants, the Native American population was lowered 

from 150,000 in 1846 to 30,000 in 1860.86 The migration of people changed the character 

of the natural environment, the people and the development of the country.87  

At the beginning of the Gold Rush gold mining was mostly a matter of individuals. 

But over the course of time, the individualistic approach changed into corporate enter-

prise.88 The transformation would not have been possible without capital from the eastern 

investors. Corporate enterprises financed by eastern investors89 became more technologi-
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cally sophisticated.90 As the time since the gold discovery elapsed, the means to extract 

gold changed. Gold was now mined with the aid of machinery, especially by water can-

nons e.g., on the slopes of Malakoff Diggins. Almost everything connected with the ma-

chine extraction of gold was mastered by the officers of the Empire Mine Company. After 

eight years of misery, hard work and violence, over eight hundred and seven tons of gold 

was extracted. Due to the mining and massive destruction of nature by people, the land-

scape of California, its forests, plains, cities and riverbeds were damaged and the popula-

tion of the Native Americans reduced to its minimum.91  

The fastest migration track did not lead through North America, unexplored parts of 

the United States, but mostly through Panama, located in Latin America.92 For instance 

Theodore Judah, one of the creators of the Transcontinental Railroad made use of nautical 

services to get to New York as soon as possible, traveling from California to Panama and 

then Panama to New York.93   

Not only was a means of transportation created, but also the need of transcontinental 

communication led to the creation of the telegraph. In 1844 was created the first line from 

Baltimore to Washington, by inventor Samuel F. B. Morse. Already by 1853, the telegraph 

had reached western cities, Marysville and San Francisco, and by 1861, first transcontinen-

tal line connecting the East with the West was established.94  

2.6.1 Economic Panic of 1857 

After the Gold Rush, the United States had to face its worst economic downturn in 

twenty years. Up to the 1850s, the national economy was expanding and investments in the 

west were strengthened. Mainly new means of transportation from east to west were con-

structed. New railroads were financed by the government bonds and by British investors. 

Also the immigration towards the west and its development brought significant changes in 

the banking system. Settlers needed money to buy lands, machineries and other equipment 
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to establish new enterprises. More and more people borrowed money from newly emerged 

financial institution. Between 1850 and 1857, the number of banks doubled.95  

The economic downfall, called the Panic of 1857, had many causes. One of them 

was ironically the prosperity of the United States during and after the Gold Rush, which 

helped to inflate the currency and to allow American firms to enter into the worldwide 

market. In 1857 as a result of a reopening of the Western European market for Russian 

grains, the demand for American grain declined. The prices of American goods decreased, 

and therefore American farmers obtained less profit. Most of them were in debt to eastern 

investors and bankers. In 1857, American banks endeavoured to build gold reserves via 

raising interest rates. Also, the money invested in railroad construction contributed to the 

Economic Panic of 1857, predominantly because the enormous amount of money put into 

the railroads was not expected to be paid off for years.96 

The first major indicator of the crisis was the failure of the Ohio Life Insurance and 

Trust Company in August 1857. While functioning, the institution lent $5 million to rail-

road builders. Due to its debts and also fraud by its managers, the Ohio Life Insurance and 

Trust Company was unable to pay to its creditors, mostly Eastern bankers, and went bank-

rupt. Out of fear the New York bankers started demanding immediate payments from all of 

their borrower’s on all repayable loans. This panic also led depositors to withdraw their 

gold from banks.97  

The panic reached its peak when banks suspended gold payments, the value of stock 

decreased and businesses went bankrupt. The collapse soon affected economies in Europe 

and South America. Owing to the recession, the numbers of immigrants heading to Ameri-

ca fell.98  

By the end of 1857 the Economic Panic of 1857 was over. Not all of the parts of the 

United States were affected equally. For instance the southern cotton trade with Europe 

was strengthened due to the low price of cotton. The economic downfall of the North 

helped to unify the economies of the North and the South.99 
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2.7 Followed-up Gold Rushes 

Discovery of gold in California instigated people from all over the world to look for 

the gold veins. Other significant gold rushes happened in Australia and on Klondike.100 

These miners took over the practices and machinery of the Californian labourers.101  

By the end of 1849, Australian miner Edward H. Hargraves got back from Califor-

nia. He immediately started with the survey of the landscape between Wellington and 

Bathurst city. During the next year Hargraves discovered gold vein. 19. May, 1850, started 

people to march towards Summer Hill Creek near Bathurst. By the end of May the Gold 

Rush spread to Sydney, Melbourne, Adelaide and Hobart.102 In January 1853, in the Balla-

rat Mountains was found one of the richest gold veins in the history.103 

Same as in California or Australia were the riverbeds in northern part of the U.S. 

scoured for gold. Gold was found in Yukon River and its tributary. New miner camps were 

built, such as Forty Miles, Circle City or Dawson City.104 The Klondike Gold Rush started 

with the discovery of gold by Robert Henderson. During his expedition he met Gorge W. 

Carmack, who on August 16, 1896, discovered huge deposits of gold on the Rabbit Creek 

River. Klondike gold rush is similarly famous as the California gold rush but in contrast to 

it was the Klondike gold rush much severed.105 

2.8 Emerging of New Cities 

During the 1850s emerged a lot of new cities in California. The increasing number of 

new cities is related with the rapid immigration towards the West happening mostly during 

the Gold Rush. As a result to the Gold Rush were established hundreds of mining camps, 

some of them extended to a size of a city. Those newly emerged towns had served mainly 

to miners demands. There were stores for supplies, boarding houses, a doctor, a lawyer and 

saloons. Examples of such growing cities are Sacramento, Los Angeles, Oakland or San 

Francisco,106 all located nears the sea shore.107 San Francisco soon became the America´s 
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largest city west of the Mississippi River. Its first position lost in 1920 to Los Angeles.108 

Aforementioned cities might have already been established but in much decreased form. 

The extension of these cities and their incorporation into the record was not until 1850.109  

Even before the Gold Rush busted out in California,110 San Francisco was interesting 

to American settlers; its position was advantageous for military and also mercantile pur-

poses.111 Before the Gold Rush lived in San Francisco only about five hundred people,112 

after a year the number of incomers extended to nearly 50,000 people. San Francisco with 

its location became an entrance port for miners.113 Between 1850 and 1851 San Francisco’s 

harbour was overcrowded with ships. Sometimes it took even few days before the disem-

barkation of people and goods from the ships.114 Because of its substantial increase in pop-

ulation San Francisco became known as a boom town. The Gold Rush brought along sig-

nificant change in culture, race and ethnicity of the city.115 Almost one-fifth of San Fran-

cisco’s residents were Chinese workers. In the city they created Chinatown, the largest 

concentration of Chinese people living outside of China.116 All of these circumstances put 

down foundations for San Francisco’s modern history. With the enormous waves of immi-

grants the living conditions in San Francisco worsen. Owning to the overpopulation, short-

age of food and clothes, and also due to the multicultural differences often appeared cases 

when someone was mugged, attacked, bullied, lynched or even murdered. San Francisco 

was missing law and order which resulted in growing of the criminality.117  

Same as San Francisco, also Los Angeles achieved its sovereign position mostly dur-

ing and after the Gold Rush. The history of Los Angeles reaches up to the Spanish occupa-

tion but the expansion to thousands of city inhabitants happened when the immigrants 
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started to move west. In 1820 about 650 people lived in Los Angeles and only thirty years 

later it was 2,000 people in the city and about 8,000 in Los Angeles Country.118  
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3 CALIFORNIA STATEHOOD 

In 1850 California entered the Union as the thirty-first U.S. state, before it entered the 

Union. The matter of slavery was discussed in Congress. Some of the congressmen were 

pro-, some were against slavery. In 1849, President Zachary Taylor had to deal with the 

question whether California enters the Union as a slave free state. He commanded his mili-

tary governor in California, Gen. Bennett Riley, to form a government which would deal 

with the issue of slavery. In view of the fact that in 1849 was Oregon territory enrolled into 

Union as a free state, President Taylor knew that the next state entering the Union was 

supposed to become a member of Confederate states. Even though Taylor was a formal 

slave owner, he believed that California should become a free state as it was under the 

command of Mexico.119  

In September 1849, U.S. nine representatives were sent to Monterey to discuss and 

draft a state constitution. During this time, the Gold Rush in California already had begun. 

Miners uttered concerns about possible abusing of authority of slave owners via sending 

their slaves to dig for gold. The committee listened to their complaints, and based on them 

agreed on a new state constitution, which ensured California would be a free state.120  

California played an important part in the Civil War (1861-1865). Its accession to the 

Union as a free state might have decided the outcome of the war. Its gold supported the 

Union army and repaid the credits to the Unions´ former financial backers, Canada and 

Russia. For instance $46 million in gold was used to buy food, arms, and clothes for the 

soldiers of the Union army. Also $1 million was contributed by the state´s miners for the 

building of field hospitals. Gen. Ulysses S. Grant credited California for the financial sup-

port which facilitated the Union to win the war.121  

3.1 Change in the Type of Government 

From the beginning of the gold rush and annexation of California as a Union state in 

1850, California went through a lot of changes, including political, economic and social 

transitions. Due to the deposits of gold found in regions of the Sierra Nevada in North Cal-
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ifornia, and its rapid transformation in population, the situation led to increased demands 

on more American-Californian types of institutions in the area. In Southern California, still 

consisting more of the Spanish-speaking population, lived people without major interven-

tions under the laws of Mexican government. After signing the Treaty of Guadalupe Hi-

dalgo, many former settlers decided to support the American actions in the Mexican terri-

tory. Thereby displayed interest for American law and openly challenged Mexican institu-

tions and law. Continuously, the political and economic situation in California developed 

in favour of Americans.122 

Preparatory to the occupation by the United States on the grounds of the natural re-

sources, also Spanish and Mexicans colonized California in an effort to find precious met-

als. The desire for obtaining gold resulted in combination of Spanish and Mexican gov-

ernments, creating military-governmental power with its base in Alta, California.123 Alta 

became an important place where three different regimes held their offices. Spanish gov-

ernment had its base in Alta from 1796-1822. In 1822 Mexicans took over and governed 

Alta until 1846 when Americans seized Alta for themselves and took over of the power.124 

Even though some gold was found during erstwhile settlements of California by Spanish 

and Mexicans, the beginning of the gold rush is attributed to American settlers.125  

John A. Sutter, the owner of a ranch in the north, known as New Helvetia is associated 

with the gold rush boom. Sutter, hoping to start a business, recruited multi-ethic, cheap 

workers, such as Italian, French, Indians, and Germans to seek for gold. With them came 

also American explorers. Labourers built mills, shops and other buildings around Sutter’s 

fort. Residents of the territory became suspicious about the newcomers but did not believe 

that the discovery of the gold could change the economy. In 1848, the gold was found and 

Sutter became wealthy. However, he was not satisfied with the area of his deposits there-

fore he tried to bribe the American military governor, Col. Richard B. Mason to grant him 

all the California deposits of gold. Mason refused his offer, but started to wonder about 

how profitable the mining of gold could be. Gold became a matter of interest by the Amer-
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ican military and government officials. In 1848 president Polk noticed the California gold 

potential and quietly encouraged settlers to move there. Although from the day of discov-

ery of gold passed some time and the news spread around the California, the Californian 

newspaper and indigenous population of California were not as interested in the discovery 

as the rest of the world. They were accustomed for similar discoveries of few ounces of 

gold, which facilitated Americans to establish the demanded institutions and get ready for 

the outbreak of gold rush in 1849.126  

Shortly after breaking out of the gold digging spree, every competent man was mining 

for gold. Also soldiers often deserted their troops and went to dig for gold. The Mexican 

soldiers were not any exceptions. The Mexican Military Governor stated that it was almost 

impossible to hold his men at their stations. In July, 1848 the American Military Gov. Ma-

son came to the conclusion that the situation in California, its wealth and increasing Amer-

ican population could originate into a new state. The outcome of these thoughts was stimu-

lation of settlers to claim for California statehood.127  

In 1850s, the technical development introduced new techniques of mining and trans-

formed the character of claims. By the means of hydraulic systems were mined much more 

amounts of gold. However, California legal institutions were not ready for such a devel-

opment in science, therefore is was hard to determine whose claim it is, so the problems 

connected with the claims on the gold deposits started to occur. The legal institution were 

either weak in their power or were not established in the area. That is why the mining 

camps created their own courts where the judges decided about the legal claims on the 

gold. Almost every mining camp had its own court. This resulted in establishment of first 

functional political and legal basis in California. Attempts to create a local-civil govern-

ment were inspired by the early settlers of the Mayflower Compact.128  

3.1.1 Compromise of 1850 

In February 1847, the Californian newspaper The California Star, called for formation 

of state constitution which would lead to California statehood. During this period of time 

was California still a military territory. President Polk made an effort to create a territory 
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government but he needed a permission of the Congress to allow his Military Gov. Mason 

to implement a territorial policy in California. Congress´s indecisiveness on the territory 

issue enabled Californians to create statehood, not territory government as suggested. 

There were already signs of local government, e.g. the local councils, collection of taxes, 

insuring of governmental funds. As the power of local governments grew stronger the con-

victions about California being a military district were demolished.129  

In 1849, arrived Gen. Bennett Riley to California to take over of the military govern-

ment, but the public convinced him to call a constitutional convention. One of his argu-

ments for calling a constitutional convention was his fear of predominant Mexican rule 

over California. Especially in the northern cities, San Francisco and others populated by 

the settlers radically increased criminality, murders, robberies, and other forms of violence. 

The call for state government and establishment of solid administration was urgent.130  

In September 1849, ten representatives of Southern California and thirty-eight from 

North California were assembled at the Monterey Constitutional Convention, whose main 

objective was to form a California´s first constitution. Even though the predominance of 

the Northern delegates was evident, the Southern California representatives, the Califor-

nios were firmed in their demands regarding borders, taxation, voting system, civil liber-

ties, business, finance etc.131  

Their main disputes were about the Article XII., dealing with the location of the east-

ern boundary. They argued whether to affirm the Sierra Nevada or the Rocky Mountains as 

a new boundary line. The Sierra Nevada was finally determined as the boundary due to its 

natural character which could be used as a protection boundary.132 In the matter concerning 

voting rights, the Californios expressed their disagreement with the suggestion that only 

white men have rights to vote. This statement would mean no voting rights for the Indians 

and dark-skinned people, which would result in lower representation of Mexican votes in 

the elections. Statehood and territorial government had been also one of the key discussed 

issues. Some Americans were supporting the territorial government in believe, that the 

federal money would increase California´s economy and help California to develop. Others 
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were for the declaration of statehood, referring to the wealth of the California. Supporters 

of statehood were afraid of the implementation of high taxation, which would the territory 

government brought along. Eventually, the representatives acquiesced to apply for state-

hood, agreed on a constitution and created a framework of government, which year later 

contributed in California´s joining into the Union as a free state.133  

In regard to the creation of a state constitution, some parts were overtaken from the 

New York and Iowa constitutions, governmental power was distributed into an established 

juridical system with the governor and bicameral legislature, and the law was ensured to be 

observance. After completion of a state constitution, there was a need of authorization by 

the Congress, who decided to approve the California statehood and on September 9, 1850, 

California entered the Union.134   
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4 TRANSCONTINENTAL RAILROAD 

After breaking out of the Gold Rush in California, moved settlers towards both west-

ern territories, Oregon and California, where the gold was found. First idea of transporta-

tion by means of steam engine had Asa Whitney, who in 1845 presented the idea of Pacific 

Railroad to Congress. Unfortunately he did not succeed135, but Theodore Judah did. With 

his name is connected the Pacific Railroad. He got to the root of how to overcome the 

hardest part of the way, the Sierra Nevada Mountains.136 The thought of connecting the 

East with the West became popular in Washington. Later in 1848, announced President 

Polk new founding of Gold in Oregon. So the movement to California and Oregon became 

an issue to discuss. In 1859, silver was discovered in Camstock Lode, Nevada. Miners 

from all over the world moved towards West to look for more gold and silver. Unfortunate-

ly, there was no trail constructed for transportation of goods and people to West.137  

On July 1, 1862, President Abraham Lincoln signed the Railroad Pacific Bill, an act 

approving the construction of the Pacific Railroad eastwards from the Sacramento city, 

California.138Along with it was approved the construction of another track, The Union Pa-

cific Railroad, which should have led westwards from the Missouri River. 139 In 1869 these 

two railroads interconnected and created the first transcontinental railroad.140  

By the year 1880 served Pacific railroad as a main mean of transportation and con-

nected Mississippi with the Pacific. During this time are the native inhabitants, the Plains 

Indians forced to stay in reservations and their hunting grounds and buffalos are belonging 

to days of yore. The travelling towards the West is now much safer and time period from 

San Francisco and New York is much shortened. Now the journey does not take months 

but it is only matter of days.141  
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Most of the workers consisted of Chinese peasants from Canton Province, who 

abandon their homes due to its overpopulation and starvation. Their main aim was to find a 

new place to live, work and gain money. Early immigrants who worked on the trails were 

mostly Irish. In the year 1868 worked for Central Pacific railroads about 12, 000 Chinese 

workers and they constitute 80 % of the workforce.142 

On May 10, 1869, the railroad was completed and the news immediately spread all 

around the world. This railroad interconnects the remote West with the civilized East, 

which fulfilled the Manifest Destiny. Not merely positive brought along the connection of 

the West to the East and with it associated exploring of the territory. It started many dis-

cords between the white settlers and the Native Americans. Within few decades ended al-

most all of the surviving Indian tribes in the reservation. Lot of the tribes were wiped out 

by the white colonialist, the hunting grounds plundered and herds of buffalos were killed. 

The transcontinental railroad led to downfall of the bountiful lands and to doom of the Na-

tive Americans.143 
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CONCLUSION 

 “San Francisco is gone. Nothing remains of it as memories,” Jack London.144 

 

Nothing can describe the subsequent development of California better than this 

quote, uttered by one of the Gold Rush participants and famous writer, Jack London. As 

the earthquake forever altered San Francisco, similarly the United States converted Cali-

fornia, nothing remained the same.  

American settlers brought into California technical development, civilization, and 

the transcontinental railroad, a means of transportation which connected the West with the 

East, and much more. Due to the unification of California with America´s states, the God-

given Manifest Destiny was fulfilled and western territories began to assimilate, becoming 

more like the East. Unfortunately, not only positive characteristics are connected with the 

immigration to the West. Illnesses, destruction of nature, especially due to Gold Rush, also 

the killing of the animals and the imprisoning of Indians on reservations are some of the 

negative consequences of the Americanization of California.  

One of the main political motives for the Americanization of California was its lo-

cation and natural resources. Its position adjacent to the Pacific Ocean meant that the an-

nexation of California widened American borders from the Pacific Ocean to the Atlantic 

Ocean. The discovery of gold caused the start of Gold Rush and brought thousands of peo-

ple to California. Their desire for exploration, discovery of more gold and conquering the 

unknown made Americanization quicker and easier. With their help California obtained 

statehood and in 1850 became integrated into the United States, as a free state.  

California is one of the foundation stones of the United States. It changed the 

course of events in the American history. If it was not for the Americanization of Califor-

nia, the United States would probably have not been a global power; the first transconti-

nental railroad would not exist, the development of the West would take much more time, 

and the Union states would probably lose in the Civil War. The majority of these important 

events from the American history were influenced by the Americanization of California. 
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California changed the future course of the United States, and led America to become what 

it is now.     
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